MYSORE'S 

POLITICAL  EVOLUTION 


BY 

P.  R.  RAMAIYA,  B.Sc., 
Editor,  ‘CHETANA5 


JAYAGOWRI  PUBLICATIONS 
BANGALORE-4. 


4, 


MYSORE'S 

POLITICAL  EVOLUTION 


BY 

P.  R.  RAMAIYA,  B.Sc., 
Editor,  ‘CHETANA’ 


%■ 


JAYAGOWRI  publications 
BANGALORE-4 


First  Edition  -  1961 


Price:  Re*  1  —  25 


★ 


Printed  At 

Jayagowri  Printing  Press 
Basavangudi,  — ■  Bangalore-4. 


INTRODUCTION 


In  the  following  pages  a  cDnnected  account  of  the 
political  development  of  the  old  Mysore  State  from  the 
time  of  Rendition  in  1881  to  the  time  of  establishment 
of  Responsible  Government  in  1947  is  given  in  a  detailed 
manner. 

The  development  is  divided  into  five  periods  as 
follows : — 

1)  1881  to  1912 

2)  1912  to  1922 

3)  1922  to  1937 

4)  1937  to  1945 

5)  1945  to  1947 

The  first  period  covers  the  duration  between  the 
Dewanship  of  C.  Rangacharlu  and  T.  Ananda  Rao. 
During  this  period  we  find  the  administration  was  being 
ably  carried  on  by  the  Dewans.  In  Sheshadri  Iyer’s  time 
an  opposition  sprang  up  in  Mysore  advocating  the  cause 
of  Mysoreans.  M.  Venkatakrishnyya  was  the  leader  of  this 
movement.  It  is  also  noted  that  Sheshadri  Iyer  was  not 
a  lover  of  democracy. 

During  V.  P.  Madhava  Rao’s  time  we  find  that  the 
Bengal  Partition  Agitation  was  raging  in  British  India  and 
its  echo  was  heard  in  Mysore  also.  The  obnoxious  Mysore 
Newspaper  Regulation  was  introduced  in  1908,  resulting  in 
voluntary  suspension  of  newspapers.  There  was  a  tug  of 
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war  between  popular  leaders  and  the  Dewan  who  vetoed 
the  unanimous  election  of  M.  Venkatakrishnayya  and 
D.  Venkataramaiya  from  the  Assembly  to  the  newly  started 
Legislative  Council. 

In  the  second  period,  we  begin  with  Sir  Visvesvaraya’s 
Dewanship  which  ushered  in  a  new  progressive  era  in 
Mysore.  The  public  and  the  Press  breathed  a  free  atmos¬ 
phere.  The  Dewan  encouraged  non-official  enterprise  in 
public  life  and  economic  development. 

We  find  also  during  this  period,  commencing  from 
1917,  the  birth  of  the  non-Brahmin  movement  which  aimed 
at  communal  representation  in  public  services.  Sir 
Visvesvaraya  resigned  his  office  due  to  his  differences  with 
the  Maharaja  on  the  communal  question. 

After  him,  came  Sir  M.  Kantaraje  Urs  as  Dewan.  It 
was  during  this  period  that,  the  first  Congress  organiza¬ 
tion  was  started  in  the  State  in  1921. 

After  Sir  A*  R.  Banerji’s  retirement  in  1926,  Sir  Mirza 
Ismail  assumed  the  Dewanship.  The  third  period  is  noted 
for  tremendous  economic  activity.  It  is  also  noted  for  an 
aggressive  political  activity  in  the  Assembly  and  outside. 
We  also  note  in  this  period,  the  outbreak  of  the  historic 
Ganesha  Disturbances  of  Bangalore,  the  first  seditious  trial, 
the  sessions  of  the  Mysore  Congress,  the  birth  of  the 
Prarapaksha  and  Prajasamyuktapaksha. 

The  fourth  period  is  between,  1937  and  1945.  This  was 
a  period  of  hectic  political  agitation  in  Mysore  with  the 
clear  goal  of  Responsible  Government.  The  Prajasamyukta 


Paksha  merged  in  Congress  and  Satyagraha  activities 
commenced.  The  Vidurashvatha  Dist  rib  nances,  the 
appointment  of  K.  R.  Srinivasa  Iyengar  Committee  for 
recommendation  of  further  constitutional  reforms  Congress 
non-cooperation  with  this  committee,  cancellation  of 
Sanads  of  Congress  lawyers,  Quit  India  movement,  impri¬ 
sonment  of  Congressmen  are  the  important  events  of  this 
period. 


The  last  period  between  1945  and  1947  marks  the 
culmination  of  the  popular  struggle  in  Mysore  for  Responsi¬ 
ble  Government.  The  conlusion  of  the  Second  World 
War  and  coming  into  power  of  Labour  Government  in 
England  resulted,  in  quick  transfer  of  power  to  India  and 
removed  the  Paramount  Power  which  acted  as  the  guardian 
of  Indian  Princes.  Immediately  after  the  decla¬ 
ration  af  Independence  at  Delhi,  Palace  Satyagraha 
movement  was  started  in  Bangalore  which  brought  the 
Government  to  its  knees.  An  agreemeent  was  reached 
and  Popular  Ministers  were  installed  in  power.  Sri  K.  C 
Reddi  became  the  Chief  Minister.  In  1950  the  new  Indian 
Constitution  cami  into  effect  with  the  Mysore 
Maharaja  swearing  allegiance  to  it. 


In  1956,  the  States  Reorganisation  Act  was  passed  and 
the  old  Mysore  State  was  enlarged  with  addition  o, 
new  territories  and  the  Mysore  Maharaja  became  the  first 
Governor  of  the  New  Mysore  State. 


Thus  old  Mysore  which  began  its  new  regime  in  1881 

ReTnon  m  rM7  “  m°dern  State  having  a  P°Pular 
Responsible  Government. 


' 


Mysore’s  Politicai  Evolution 

Chapter  I 

RANGACHARLU  TO  ANANDA  RAO 


In  the  last  century,  before  Rendition,  there 
was  only  one  political  cry  in  Mysore  and  that  was 
for  the  restoration  of  ruling  powers  to  the  old 
Maharaja  Krishnaraja  Wadiyar  III.  He  was  a 
great  and  benevolent  Ruler,  cultured  in  outlook 
and  charitable  in  disposition.  It  was  unfortunate 
that  he  was  deprived  of  ruling  powers  and  a 
British  Commission  was  appointed  in  his  place  to 
carry  on  the  administration.  During  the  period 
of  this  Commission,  which  lasted  for  half  a 
century,  the  administration  was  carried  on  in  the 
British  bureaucratic  way.  There  was  no  popular 
control  or  check.  The  Maharaja  and  his  friends 
carried  on  an  intensive  and  prolonged  agitation  in 
India  and  England  for  restoration  of  his  ruling 
powers  At  last,  in  1881,  the  ruling  powers  were 
restored  to  Sri  Chamaraja  Wadiyar,  the  adopted 
son  of  Mummadi  Krishnaraja  Wadiyar.  The  new 
Maharaja  assumed  ruling  powers  in  1881  and 

carried  on  the  administration  with  the  help  of  the 
Dewan  and  a  Council- 
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The  first  Dewan  was  C.  Rangacharlu,  a 
remarkable  statesman  of  great  farsight  and  ability* 
On  his  advice  the  Maharaja  founded  in  1881  the 
Mysore  Representative  Assembly,  the  first  repre¬ 
sentative  body  of  its  kind  in  the  whole  of  India. 
It  consisted  of  prominent  landholders  and 
merchants  from  all  over  the  State-  They  assembled 
in  Mysore  once  a  year  after  the  Dasara  and 
reviewed  the  year’s  administration  and  offered 
useful  suggestions-  In  this  manner  there  was  a 
close  contact  between  the  administration  and  the 
people.  Unfortunately  for  the  State,  the  great 
administrator  Rangacharlu  died  on  the  20th 
January,  1883,  within  22  months  of  his  assumption 
of  office  as  Dewan-  This  death  was  an  irreparable 
loss  to  the  cause  of  the  people  and  democracy  in 
the  State. 

Sir  K.  Seshadri  Iyer  succeeded  C-  Ranga- 
charalu  as  Dewan  and  conducted  the  affairs  of 
the  State  for  eighteen  years-  The  new  Dewan 
was  a  very  able  administrator,  topmost  of  his 
kind,  but  he  had  not  much  faith  in  democracy 
and  popular  voice-  Instead  of  continuing  the 
work  of  his  great  predecessor  in  helping  the 
Assembly  to  evolve  itself  democratically,  he  treat¬ 
ed  it  unsympathetically  and  rode  roughshod 
over  its  privileges  in  a  cavalier  fashion-  Naturally, 
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he  and  the  Assembly  were  more  often  than  not  at 
loggerheads.  Seshadri  Iyer  was  a  strong  man  and 
was  efficient  and  expeditious  in  his  administrative 
work.  For  this  purpose,  he  recruited  officials 
from  the  neighbouring  Madras  Presidency.  This 
policy  was  naturally  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
qualified  educated  young  Mysoreans  who  wanted 
to  serve  the  State  in  official  capacities.  Here  was 
the  cause  of  a  conflict  and  a  movement  called 
“  Mysore  for  Mysoreans  ”  was  started  by  patriotic 
educated  Mysoreans  of  the  day.  Prominent  and 
public  spirited  non- official  Mysoreans  supported 
this  cause  and  fought  for  the  rights  of  .the  children 
of  the  soil,  both  on  the  floor  of  the  Assembly  and 
outside  in  the  Press  and  on  the  platform.  The 
foremost  among  these  fighters  was  the  great 
M.  Venkatakrishnayya,  who  commenced  his 
public  life  as  early  as  1870  and  continued  it  up 
to  1933,  when  he  passed  away  at  the  ripe  age  of  89. 
He  dominated  the  scene  of  the  public  life  of 
the  State  for  over  sixty  years-  He  was  a  devoted 
follower  of  Dewan  Rangacharlu  whom  he  respect¬ 
ed  as  his  political  guru.  In  all  his  public  acti¬ 
vities  which  covered  a  vast  ground  he  w  a  s 
inspired  by  the  democratic  ideals  of  his  guru. 
His  services  were  many-sided,  as  a  journalist,  as 
a  egislator,  as  an  educationist,  as  a  social  reformer 
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and  as  a  philanthropist  He*  expected  that  the 
second  Dewan  Sir.  Seshadri  Iyer  would  emulate 
the  example  of  C.  Rangacharalu  and  encourage 
public  criticism  and  freedom  of  expression-  But, 
on  the  other  hand?  the  new  Dewan  was  intolerant 
of  any  criticism  and  behaved  in  a  very  autocratic 
manner.  The  Assembly  and  the  public  men  were 
slighted  and  this  resulted  in  a  cleavage  between 
him  and  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

Thus,  during  the  major  part  of  Sir  Seshadri 
Iyer’s  Dewanship,  M.  Venkatakrisanayya  stood  as 
his  principal  political  opponent  and  fought  for  the 
rights  of  Mysoreans  in  the  Press,  on  the  platform 
and  in  the  Assembly.  M-  Venkatakrishnayya 
had  not  been  alone  in  this  fight  and  he  command¬ 
ed  a  large  and  influential  following  who  stood 
by  him  through  thick  and  thin* 

Unfortunately  for  the  State  and  its  people, 
the  young  and  patriotic  Ruler  of  Mysore?  Sri. 
Chamaraja  Wadiyar  passed  away  in  1894,  early 
in  life  and  the  State  was  to  be  administered  by  a 
Regency  during  the  minority  of  the  next  Ruler 
Sri  Krishnaraja  Wadiyar  IV-  Then  arose  a 
controversy  as  to  who  should  be  the  Regent.  The 
Dewan’s  friends  wanted  him  to  be  the  Regent. 
But?  M-  Venkatakrishnayya  and  other  prominent 
Mysoreans  wanted  Sri  Vanivilas  Sannidhana, 
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the  Dowager  Maharanee  to  be  the  Regent-  The 
Government  of  India  saw  the  reasonableness  of  the 
Mysore  public  men  and  appointed  the  great  lady, 
Sri  Vanivilas  Sannidhana  as  the  Regent.  Sir 
Seshadri  Iyer  felt  aggrieved  and  the  remaining 
seven  years  of  his  Dewanship  were  not  happy 
and  they  were  spent  mostly  in  facing  a  standing 
opposition  of  the  Mysore  party  at  the  head  of 
which  was  M.  Venkatakrishnayya-  He  resigned 
his  office  on  18th  March,  1901,  a  man  broken 
down  in  health  and  spirits  and  within  six  months 
of  his  laying  down  his  high  office  he  passed 
away  in  Bangalore  in  his  palatial  residence, 
Kumara  Park-'’  His  death  was  deeply  mourned 
in  Mysore  and  all  over  India-  Sir  Seshadri  Iyer  was 
a  great  Dewan  and  Mysore  achieved  remarkable 
progress  in  his  time.  It  was  a  momentous  period 
of  great  moral,  material  and  educational  advance 
in  Mysore.  Sivasamudram  Hydro-Electric  Works, 
the  Mari  Kanive  Reservoir,  Bangalore  City  New 
Extensions,  Vanivilas  Water  Works  in  Mysore, 
Hessaraghatta  water  works  in  Bangalore! 
Bangalore-Mysore,  Bangalore-Hindupur,  Banga¬ 
lore  -  Harihar,  .Mysore  -  Nanjangud,  Birur- 
Shimoga  Railway  Extensions  and  Inauguration 
of  Mysore  Civil  Service  Examinations  open  to  all 
ndia,  Chiet  Court  of  Mysore,  were  his  contribu- 
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tions-  He  gave  tone  and  tempo  to  Mysore 
administration  which  evoked  the  admiration 
even  of  great  British  rulers- 

He  was  a  lover  of  Indian  freedom  and  suppor 
ted  the  Indian  National  Congress-  He  was  held 
in  high  esteem  by  British  Indian  public  men 
D.  E-  Wacha,  one  of  the  Presidents  of  the 
Indian  National  Congress  speaking  about  the 
passing  of  the  great  Dewan  of  Mysore  said,  “  In 
him  the  country  loses  an  administrator  of  the 
highest  capacity  and  matured  experience.”  Lord 
Curzon,  one  of  the  Viceroys  of  India  said,  “Sir 
Seshadri  Iyer  has  left  a  record  behind  him  which 
marks  him  out,  with  Sir  Salar  Jung  of  Hyderabad? 
Raja  Sir  Dinakar  Rao  of  Gwalior  and  Sir 
T-  Madhava  Rao  of  Indore  and  Baroda,  as  a 
member  of  that  group  of  statesmen  whose  fame 
has  spread  far  beyond  the  borders  of  where  they 
laboured  so  faithfully  and  so  well  and  whose 
names  will  remain  as  a  lasting  example  to  their 
successors.” 

Along  with  these  highly  progressive  acts? 
if  Sir  Seshadri  Iyer  had  also  followed  in  the  foot 
steps  of  C.  Rangacharlu  and  fostered  democracy 
in  Mysore,  his  fame  would  have  been  still  greater- 
But  that  was  not  to  be-  Here  is  an  evidence  ot 
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Sir  Seshadri  Iyer’s  anti-democratic  approach  to 
things-  Chentsal  Rao  who  was  a  colleague  of 
Sir  Seshadri  Iyer  in  the  State  Executive  Counicil 
resigned  his  office  in  1895,  on  account  of  his 
differences  with  the  Dewan  and  this  event  had 
its  reactions  among  the  educated  people  of  Mysore 
who  regretted  this  resignation  very  much.  Mr* 
K.  Subba  Rao  in  his  book  “Revived  Memories” 
referring  to  this  resignation,  says,  “  With  reference 
to  the  Dewan,  opinion  is  very  keenly  divided, 
some  people  are  very  much  averse  to  his  continu¬ 
ance  while  others  are  greatly  in  his  favour”* 
Chentsal  Rao  himself  is  reported  to  have  said, 
“Our  methods  are  different.  He  (Seshadri  Iyer) 
would  carry  out  his  schemes  against  all  opposi¬ 
tion  and  if  necessary  would  at  times  even  throw 
sands  in  the  eyes  of  his  opponents,  whereas  my 
method  is  always  to  carry  the  public  with  me,  to 
argue  with  them,  to  convince  them  and  to  progress 
inch  by  inch  It  is  this  difference  in  our  methods 
though  our  aim  is  the  same  that  accounts  for  his 
unpopularity  and  my  popularity”. 

Sir  Seshadri  Iyer’s  most  unpopular  act  was 
the  suppression  of  the  paper  “  Deshabhimani  ” 
and  forfeiture  of  its  press. 

Thus,  we  find,  during  Sir  Seshadri  Iyer’s  time 
a  political  opposition  grew  up  which  worked 
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for  the  development  of  democracy  in  Mysore- 
M-  Venkatakrishnayya  was  the  spearhead  of 
this  movement  and  as  Mr  D  V  Gundappa 
has  mentioned  in  one  of  his  public  addresses  M- 
Venkatakrishnayya  was  to  Mysore  as  a  heaven 
appointed  guardian  of  her  safety  and  honour 
He  was  a  towering  personality  with  a  big  follo¬ 
wing.  He  conducted  several  newspapers  both  in 
English  and  in  Kannada  and  educated  the  people 
in  political  and  social  matters  on  modern  lines. 
His  writings  in  the  press  were  sometimes  very 
critical  of  the  Dewan  but  there  was  nothing 
personal  or  undignified  in  them. 

Bidding  good  bye  to  Sir  Seshadri  Iyer,  one 
of  the  greatest  Dewans  of  Mysore,  let  us  pass  on 
to  the  next  regime. 

Sir  P*  N.  Krishnamurthy  as  Dewan  was  quite 
ordinary  and  there  was  normal  opposition  to  him 
in  the  Assembly-  Sri  Krishnaraja  Wadiyar  IV, 
who  had  now  attained  majority,  assumed  ruling 
powers  and  M.  Venkatakrishnayya  and  friends 
were  mild  and  considerate  to  the  new  regime- 
‘Mysorean  versus  Madrasi’  cry  had  subsided 
a  good  deal  in  this  period. 

Sir  P-  N.  Krishnamoorthy  laid  down  his 
office  in  1906  and  V.  P-  Madhava  Rao  succeeded 
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him-  This  Dewan  was  a  powerful  personality  who 
had  passed  much  of  his  official  service  in  Mysore 
and  then  had  been  to  Travancore  as  Dewan,  where 
he  had  won  laurels-  His  appointment  as  Dewan 
of  Mysore  was  hailed  as  a  great  event  and  his 
friends  and  admirers  expected  much  of  him. 
British  India  at  that  time  was  passing  through  a 
great  crisis.  Lord  Curzon’s  unpopular  act  of 
Partition  of  Bengal  had  stirred  Bengal  to  its 
depths.  This  Viceroy’s  arrogant  utterances  against 
Indians  had  enraged  the  educated  Indians 
throughout  the  country.  The  Indian  National 
Congress  during  its  session  at  Surat  in  1907  met 
a  tremendous  onslaught  from  extremists  and 
there  was  an  unfortunate  split  in  t  h  e  great 
organization-  India  was  in  a  ferment  and  a  politi¬ 
cal  storm  swept  the  whole  country.  The  names 
of  Lajpat  Rai,  Bal  Gangadhar  Tilak  and  Bepin 
Chandra  Pal  were  on  every  one’s  lips.  Lal-Bal-Pal 
became  a  house  hold  word  in  the  whole  of  India. 
Arabindo  Ghose  was  the  apostle  of  the  age 
C.  R  Das  was  just  emerging. 

This  stormy  atmosphere  could  not  but  affect 
Mysore  also.  The  young  and  energetic  men  in 
Mysore  reacted  to  this  new  patriotic  wave  in  a 
suitable  manner-  Public  meetings  were  held  and 
speeche  swere  made  in  Mysore  also  exhorting 
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people  to  respond  to  the  new  call  In  Mysore  City, 
SwamiRao  Deshpande  and  Channakeshavaiengar 
delivered  speeches  in  Kannada  and  awakened 
young  men  and  students  to  the  new  spirit  in 
India. 

The  newspapers  in  Mysore  responded  to  the 
call  of  the  nation  and  exhorted  their  readers  to  be 
patriotic.  The  deportation  of  Lala  Lajpat  Rai 
and  the  trial  and  deportation  of  Tilak  to  Mandalay 
found  their  echo  in  the  Mysore  Press  and  on 
the  platform. 

Dewan  Madhava  Rao  had  to  face  a  new 
awakened  public  in  Mysore.  M-  Venkata- 
krishnayya  and  his  followers  thundered  on  the 
floor  of  the  Assembly  and  urged  for  increased 
powers  to  the  people. 

The  Government  did  not  respond  to  the  new 
spirit  that  had  arisen  among  the  people.  The 
Dewan  introduced  in  1908  a  Press  Act  in  Mysore 
which  was  called  the  Newspaper  Regulation. 
According  to  this,  none  could  run  a  newspaper 
in  Mysore  without  permission  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  permission  could  be  withdrawn  if 
the  Government  thought  it  fit  to  do  so-  This  un¬ 
wanted  and  reactionary  measure  in  Mysore 
provoked  fierce  opposition  and  all  the  newspapers 
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in  Mysore  suspended  their  publications  forthwith. 
This  was  a  great  challenge  thrown  to  the  new 
Dewan. 

In  addition  to  the  obnoxious  Newspaper 
Regulationhe  insulted  the  Assembly  by  vetoing  the 
unanimous  election  to  the  newly  introduced  Legis¬ 
lative  Council,  of  M.  Venkatakrishnayya  and  D- 
Venkatarmaiya,  from  the  Assembly.  The  relations 
between  the  Government  and  the  public  had 
become  very  much  strained  and  there  was  even  a 
talk  that  M.  Venkatakrishnayya  would  be 
deported  from  the  Mysore  State-  The  rift  between 
the  Government  and  the  public  was  complete  and 
it  was  at  the  depth  of  his  unpopularity  that  V. 

P.  Madhava  Rao  retired  from  his  office  in  1909. 

* 

It  is  paradoxical  that  so  able  a  Dewan  and  such 
a  strong  nationalist  as  V.  P-  Madhava  Rao  should 
have  proved  to  be  so  autocratic  in  Mysore.  He 
in  later  years  led  the  Congress  Deputation  to 
London.  The  only  explanation  that  can  be  given 
is  that  the  Paramount  Power  brought  much 
pressure  on  the  Mysore  Durbar  to  stifle  the 
growth  of  popular  freedom. 

Summing  up  the  situation  in  that  period,  K- 
SubbaRao  in  his  “Revived  Memories”  says,  “  The 
Press  Regulation,  the  Mining  Regulation  and  the 


12 


MYSORE’S  POLITICAL 


vetoing  of  the  elections  of  M.  Venkatakrishnayya 
and  D  Venkatarmaiya  evoked  considerable 
hostile  criticism  and  his  (V-  P.  Madhava  Rao’s) 
retirement  from  Mysore  in  April  1909,  had  a 
dramatic  touch  about  it  and  was  as  sudden  as  his 
departure  to  and  return  from  Travancore”. 

Then  came  T.  Ananda  Rao,  son  of  Raja  T. 
Madhava  Rao  as  Dewan  and  he  administered  the 
affairs  of  the  State  in  a  peaceful  manner.  The 
new  Dewan  was  a  perfect  gentleman  and  gave 
pain  to  none.  But  even  such  a  peaceful  man  had 
to  ban  V.  S-  Srinivasa  Sastry’s  (later  on  Rt 
Hon’ble)  speeches  in  Bangalore,  in  1911  This 
was  also  due  to  the  pressure  from  the  British 
Resident 


Chapter  II 

Sir  M.  VISVESVARAYA 
TO  Sir  M.  KANTHARAJ  URS. 


After  T-  Ananda  Rao  retired  in  1912,  the 
Maharaja  appointed  Mr.  (later  Sir)  M-  Visves- 
varaya,  the  foremost  Indian  engineer  of  the  day 
as  Dewan.  The  new  Dewan  had  earned  great 
name  and  fame  in  the  service  of  the  P.  W.  D.  of 
Bombay.  He  was  first  appointed  as  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  State  and  it  was  then  that  he  started  and 
completed  the  great  Krishnaraja  Sagar  Reservoir 
(Kannambadi  Katte).  Mr-  Visvesvaraya  had 
travelled  widely  in  England,  America  and  Japan 
and  was  imbued  with  great  patritotic  ideals. 
During  his  stay  in  Poona  as  engineer  he  had 
come  in  contact  with  great  national  leaders 
like  M.  G  Ranade,  Gopal  Krishna  Gokhale, 
and  N.  C-  Kelker  and  was  influenced  by  their 
progressive  ideas.  He  accepted  his  high  office 
in  Mysore  on  the  condition  that  he  should  be 
permitted  to  carry  on  programmes  of  economic 
progress  of  the  people  and  the  State-  He  was 
independent  in  his  outlook  and  encouraged  help- 
ful  criticism  from  the  public.  His  basic  ideal  was 
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that  Government  was  meant  for  the  people  and  it 
was  with  their  understanding  and  support  that 
administration  should  be  carried  on-  He  went 
even  further  and  recommended  that  Government 
should  be  of  the  people  and  by  the  people.  It 
was  with  this  basic  idea  that  he  administered  the 
affairs  of  Mysore  for  over  seven  years  and  when 
he  found  that  he  could  not  carry  o  u  t  his 
ideas  he  offered  to  resign-  It  is  understood  that 
he  offered  to  resign  his  office  six  or  seven  times 
and  the  Maharaja  prevailed  upon  him  every  time 
to  withdraw  his  resignation-  The  last  time  he 
tendered  his  resignation  was  in  1918  and  the 
Maharaja  asked  him  to  reconsider,  but  it  was  of 
no  avail  and  he  took  leave  for  six  months  prepa¬ 
ratory  to  retirement. 

During  the  seven  years  that  he  was  Dewan 
Sir.  M.  Visvesvaraya  achieved  the  progress 
of  the  State  to  a  high  level.  The  Dewan 
excelled  British  Indian  public  leaders  in  awakenin  g 
the  masses  to  a  sense  of  their  duties  and 
responsiblities-  Big,  medium  and  small  engineering 
works  were  undertaken  and  many  new  industries 
were  started.  He  encouraged  public  criticism 
and  fostered  the  growth  of  free  press. 

Sri  D  V-  Gundappa  by  his  papers‘Karnataka’ 
and  ‘Janajeevana’  educated  the  people  on 
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political  and  economic  matters.  He  wielded  a 
powerful  pen  and  the  Government  and  the  public 
leaders  had  a  high  regard  for  him  and  his  views. 

The  Dewan  gave  a  great  push  to  non-official 
enterprises  and  galvanized  the  State  to  new 
activities-  Besides,  he  liberalized  the  Constitution 
of  the  Representative  Assembly  and  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council  and  gave  them  more  powers.  In 
educational  matters  the  State  made  tremendous 
progress-  The  Mysore  University  was  started  and 
the  number  of  Primary?  Middle  and  High  Schools 
rose  and  students  also  increased  in  large  numbers. 
The  Government  instituted  the  Backward  Class 
Scholarship  scheme  which  gave  a  great  fillip  to 
the  education  of  Backward  Class  children.  The 
Mysore-Arasikere  Railway  was  also  opened- 

The  period  between  1912  and  1918  was  one 
of  remarkable  all-sided  progress  in  Mysore- 
Mysore  Bank  and  Mysore  Chamber  of  Commerce 
were  started  in  this  period.  Surroundings  of  the 
Mysore  Palace  were  cleared  up  and  new  building 
extensions  rose  in  the  city  of  Mysore.  From  all 
points  of  view?  a  new  Mysore  was  rising  and 
patriots  from  all  parts  of  India  regarded 
Mysore  as  a  great  modern  State. 

This  period  synchronized  also  with  the  dawn 
of  a  new  India.  The  first  World  War  which  had 
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broken  out  in  1914,  ended  in  an  armisitice  in  1918 
and  President  Wilson  of  America,  the  prophet  of 
the  new  age  gave  to  the  world  the  principle 
of  self  determination  to  all  nations,  big  and  small. 
India  also  rose  to  the  occasion  and  moved  with 
a  new  life  with  the  urgent  demand  of  Home  Rule. 
The  Moderates  and  the  Extremists  of  the  Indian 
National  Congress  united  at  Lucknow  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1916  and  achieved  Hindu-Muslim  unity-  Dr. 
Annie  Besant  and  Lokamanya  Tilak  galvanised 
the  country  wi  th  the  cry  of  Home  Rule  for  India. 
Tilak  broadcasted  the  new  slogan  “  Swaraj  is  my 
birthright”.  This  meant  no  arguments  were 
needed  to  convince  England  to  grant  Self  Govern¬ 
ment  to  India.  Because  Swaraj  or  self  rule  was  her 
birthright.  Annie  Besant  and  her  two  friends 
were  interned  in  Ooty,  but  their  voice  filled  the 
whole  of  India  The  Madras  Governor  was 
compelled  to  release  them  and  Besant  became 
India’s  idol  overnight-  She  presided  over  the 
Calcutta  Session  of  the  Indian  National  Congress 
in  December  1917,  and  sounded  the  bugle  of 
Home  Rule- 

In  1917?  Montague,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  toured  in  this  country  and  exchanged 
views  with  Indians  of  all  persuasions.  He  was 
convinced  that  a  new  forward  step  should  be 
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taken  by  England  to  meet  the  political  aspira¬ 
tions  of  Indians.  After  return  to  England,  he 
made  the  historic  announcement  of  August  1917 
declaring  India’s  goal  as  responsible  government 
He  said,  “The  policy  of  His  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment,  with  which  the  Government  of  India  are 
in  full  accord,  is  that  of  the  increasing  associa¬ 
tion  of  Indians  in  every  branch  of  the  adminis¬ 
tration  and  the  gradual  development  of  self- 
governing  institutions  with  a  view  to  the 
progressive  realization  of  responsible  government 
in  India  as  an  integral  part  of  the  British 
Empire 

This  declaration  raised  new  hopes  not  only 
in  British  India  but  also  in  Indian  States 
The  Montague-Chelmsford  Report  warned  the 
Rulers  of  Indian  States  that  the  growth  of 
nationalism  in  British  India  was  bound  to  affect 
their  position.  “  Hopes  and  aspirations  may 
overleap  frontier  lines  like  sparks  across  a  street.” 
The  spirit  of  the  times  was  clear.  The  Princes 
also  were  required  to  transfer  power  to  people. 

The  Montague-Chelmsford  report  was  in¬ 
deed  prophetic  with  regard  to  the  aspirations  of 
people  in  Indian  States.  The  enlightened 
Dewan  of  Mysore,  Sir  M.  Visvesvaraya  had 
forestalled  this  new  spirit.  He  says  in  his  book 
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called  “Memoirs  of  My  Working  Life”:  —  In  accor¬ 
dance  with  modern  democratic  tendencies,  it  was 
thought  desirable  to  give  the  Assembly  some  real 
powers.  With  the  approval  of  His  Highness  the 
Maharaja?  this  question  was  referred  to  by  me  in 
the  first  Assembly  meeting  which  I  was  privileged 
to  address  on  the  11th  October  1913,  in  the 
following  terms : 

“  It  may  be  advantageous  at  this  session  to  consider 
questions  pertaining  to  the  composition  ol  the  Assembly, 
the  method  of  electing  members  thereto,  its  functions  and 
the  system  of  transacting  business-  If  the  members  discuss 
these  questions  and  make  known  their  views,  the  same  will 

be  submitted  to  His  Highness  for  his  gracious 

« 

consideration. 

“In  the  decisions  that  followed,  the  Assembly  was  given 
the  privilege  of  discussing  the  State  Budget-  For  this  pur¬ 
pose,  an  abstract  Budget  prepared  in  Kannada,  the 
language  of  Mysore  was  printed  and  circulated  to 
members. 

“At  the  same  time  there  was  only  one  session  of  the 
Assembly  during  Dasara  in  the  months  of  September  and 
October  and  the  Budget  was  therefore  discussed  after  it 
had  been  sanctioned  and  had  come  into  operation-  To 
give  the  members  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the  Budget 
before  it  was  passed  an  auxiliary  or  second  session  of  the 
Assembly  was  sanctioned-  The  first  such  session  was  held 
on  23-4-1917.  The  Assembly  was  also  given  the  privilege 
of  interpellations  and  right  to  elect  four  members  to  the 
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Legislative  Council  instead  of  two.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  term  of  my  office,  the  franchise  of  the  Assembly  was 
further  broadened  by  lowering  the  qualifications  for 
membership  and  voting. 

“The  powers  of  the  Legislative  council  were  increased; 
members  were  given  the  privilege  of  Budget  discussion  and 
interpellations  with  certain  limitations,  in  the  early  stages. 
Later  on,  the  number  of  interpellations  allowed  was 
increased  and  the  right  to  supplementary  questions  was 
granted. 

“Viewed  from  present  day  developments  these  reforms 
may  seem  unimportant  but  as  they  marked  a  definite 
advance  over  the  previous  position  they  were  highly  prized 
at  the  time  they  were  sanctioned”. 

We  thus  find  in  constitutional  matters,  Sir 
M.  Visvesvaraya  was  ahead  of  the  times  and 
cultivated  happy  relations  with  public  leaders- 
M.  Venkatakrishnayya,  the  Nestor  of  Mysore 
public  life  continued  his  labours  in  the  public 
forum  and  offered  helpful  and  constructive 
suggestions  to  the  Government-  The  newspapers 
in  Mysore  breathed  a  new  freedom  and  did  their 
duty  without  fear  or  favour.  To  quote  Mr.  K. 
Subba  Rao  once  again,  “  the  dignity  and  prestige 
of  non-official  public  gained  a  great  stimulus 
during  Sir  M.  Visvesvaraya’s  time  55 

This  great  Dewan  retired  voluntarily  in  1918 
on  account  of  his  differences  with  the  Maharaja 
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over  the  policy  of  recruitment  to  Government 
Services  in  the  State.  He  disapproved  of  the 
communal  policy  as  set-out  by  what  was  known 
as  the  Miller  Committee  order  and  disliked  the 
discrimination  contained  in  that  order. 

Before  we  proceed  with  the  regime  of  Sir  M. 
Kantbaraj  Urs  the  next  Dewan,  we  have  to  take 
into  account  some  new  political  forces  which  had 
awakened  in  the  State.  South  India,  that  is 
Madras  Presidency  and  some  parts  of  Bombay 
presidency  witnessed  the  rise  of  a  new  popular 
force  called  the  Non-Brahmin  movement  which 
had  for  its  aim,  in  the  beginning,  the  breaking  of 
the  monopoly  of  one  community,  that  is,  the 
Brahmin  community,  in  Government  services-  It 
was  a  fact  that  due  to  the  pioneering  enterprize 
that  the  Brahmin  community  showed  in  utilizing 
the  benefits  of  modern  education,  they  were 
absorbed  more  and  more  in  Government  service. 
It  was  not  that  they  occupied  all  the  superior 
services  which  were  more  or  less  the  monopoly 
of  the  British  civil  servants.  But  it  was  undeniable 
that  Brahmins  occupied  some  of  the  superior 
posts  and  most  of  the  posts  of  the  subordinate 
service.  It  was  not  that  there  were  no  Non- 
Brahmins  at  all  in  services  but  they  were  few  and 
far  between.  A  political  party  called  Justice 
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party  was  started  in  Madras  Presidency  with  Dr. 
T.  M-  Nair,  Sir  P.  Thyagaraya  Chetty,  Raja  of 
Panagal  and  others  as  leaders.  A  daily  paper  called 
“Justice5’  was  also  conducted  to  further  the  same 
cause  In  Mysore,  the  counterpart  of  the  Justice 
party  was  Prajamitra  Mandali  with  Messrs  Bas- 
vayya,  M.  Subbaiya,  Rao  Sahib  H.  Channaiya 
andGhulam  Ahmed  Kalami  as  leaders. 

The  local  newspaper  organ  of  the  Non-Brahmin 
Party  was  the  “  Mysore  Star”  edited  by  Mr.  G. 
Virupakshayya. 

In  a  public  meeting  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Prajamitra  Mandali  on  2nd.  November  1918, 
in  Mysore  under  the  presidentship  of  Rao 

Sahib  H-  Channaiya  the  following  resolution  was 
passed : 

“That  this  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  the 
whole  State  specially  the  backward  communities 
strongly  urge  the  remodelling  of  the  Representative 
Assembly,  the  local  and  Muncipal  Councils  and 
the  Legislative  Council  on  a  communal  basis  so  as 
to  make  them  really  balanced,  democratic  and 
popular”.  A  deputation  of  leading  Non-Brahmins 
waited  on  the  Maharaja  in  June  1918  and  presen¬ 
ted  an  address. 

In  their  address  to  the  Maharaja  presented  in 
June  1918  among  other  things  they  stated  “We 
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finally  beg  to  submit  the  important  resolutions  of 
the  Prajamitra  Mandali,  a  provincial  organization 
started  to  safeguard  the  interest  of  all  commu¬ 
nities  in  the  State,  for  such  consideration  as  your 
Highness  may  be  pleased  to  bestow  : 

“That  all  governing  councils  from  the 
Legislative  Council  downwards  be  remodelled  so 
as  to  secure  the  principle  of  communal  represen¬ 
tation. 

“That  Government  offices  be  apportioned 
between  the  different  communities  so  as  to  secure 
a  just  balance  of  all  interests  and  provide  each 
community  with  the  only  effective  motive  for 
education  under  the  circumstances. 

“That  to  secure  the  above  principle  as  a 
temporary  measure  and  until  education  is  better 
and  more  evenly  spread  in  the  State  and  sufficient 
number  of  candidates  are  available,  outsiders 
possessing  necessary  qualifications  be  brought  in 
break  the  existing  monopoly. 

“  That  the  results  of  the  Government  survey 
into  the  representation  of  different  communities  in 
the  public  services  be  published  together  with  any 
statement  of  policy  by  the  Government  on  the 
subject. 
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“  That  these  figures  be  brought  up-to-date* 
and  that  in  future  these  statistics  be  published 
annually. 

“  That  the  qualifications  for  officers  etc,  be 
revised  so  as  to  abolish  the  present  monopoly  by  a 
single  class,  which  in  the  opinion  of  this  Mandali 
could  be  done  to  the  entire  benefit  of  the  State 
both  as  regards  efficiency  and  economy.  ” 

The  Maharaja  gave  a  suitable  reply. 
His  Highness  said,  “  My  Government  is  using 
its  utmost  endeavour  to  encourage  backward  clas¬ 
ses  in  the  State  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  this 
policy  of  affording  special  facilities  and  encou¬ 
ragement  to  all  communities  who  are  being  left 
behind  in  the  race  of  progress  will  be  steadily  pur¬ 
sued  in  the  future  even  more  than  it  has  been  in 
the  past.  This  speech  was  something  like  a  charter 
to  Backward  Glasses  and  the  Government  appoin¬ 
ted  a  committee  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Justice  Miller  to  consider  the  request  of  the  Non- 
Brahmin  party  and  make  suitable  recommenda¬ 
tions-  The  result  was  the  Miller  Committee 
order  which  was  the  cause  of  Sir  M.  Visves- 
varaya  s  resignation  from  Dewanship. 

In  an  address  presented  to  Sir  M- Kantharai 

UrsthenewDewanon  15th  Nov.  1919,  the  leaders 
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the  Mandali  stated  that  they  were  a  political  orga¬ 
nization  constituted  to  advocate  and  secure  re¬ 
forms  in  the  administration  of  the  State-  They 
urged  for  adequate  representation  of  all  commu¬ 
nities  in  public  service- 

This  new  party  carried  on  a  vigorous  political 
campaign  against  Brahmins  both  in  the  services 
and  outside.  All  communities  including  Indian 
Christians  and  Muslims  were  considered  as  Non- 
Brahmins  and  were  eligible  to  become  members 
of  this  party.  The  leaders  of  this  party 
claimed  to  be  the  spokesmen  of  96  percent  of 
the  population.  Day  in  and  day  out  there  were 
tirades  against  Brahmins  in  general.  These  were 
bad  days  for  the  Brahmin  community  but  they 
bided  their  time  and  bore  their  sufferings  meekly 
and  in  patience-  A  handful  of  Brahmins,  a  minor¬ 
ity,  could  not  fight  against  the  huge  majority.  The 
Mysore  Representative  Assembly  and  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council  resounded  with  the  cries  of  anti- 
Brahminism. 

The  Non-Brahmin  movement  destroyed  the 
old  unity  of  the  public  life  of  Mysore  and  there 
was  a  rift  in  the  body  politic. 

The  pity  of  the  situation  was  that  the  Praja- 
mitra  Mandali  so  much  distrusted  the  Brahmin 
community  that  they  wanted  outside  non- 
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Brahmins  to  be  appointed  to  responsible  posts  if 
Mysorean  Non-Brahmins  were  not  available-  Shri 
M  Venkatakrishnayya,  the  Grand  Old  Man  and 
the  patriarch  of  public  life  in  Mysore,  opposed  the 
unhealthy  features  of  the  new  movement  and 
emphasized  that  the  minority  Brahmin  commu¬ 
nity  should  not  be  oppressed.  This  was  an  advice 
which  was  unpalatable  to  the  non-Brahmin  party. 
For  a  few  years  that  is,  for  about  ten  or  twelve 
years,  the  non-Brahmin  party  had  a  tremendous 
pull  in  Mysore.  This  was  so  in  the  Madras  presi¬ 
dency  also. 

But  more  or  less  simultaneously  with  the 
dawn  of  the  non-Brahmin  party  in  the  South,  a 
new  political  wave  swept  the  whole  of  India  and 
that  was  the  dawn  of  the  new  revitalized  Congress. 
Mahatma  Gandhi’s  entry  into  Indian  politics 
ushered  in  a  new  era  of  mass  awakening,  unprece¬ 
dented  in  the  political  history  of  India-  The  old 
Congress  which  was  indulging  in  mere  resolutions 
and  long-winded  English  orations  had  no  doubt 
awakened  the  educated  classes  to  a  sense  of 
their  duties  and  responsibilities  and  made  them 
sincerely  try  ior  national  freedom.  But  the  masses 
had  been  left  untouched.  And  it  was  Mahatma 
Gandhi  who  changed  the  complexion  of  the 
Congress  and  made  it  a  live  movement  of  the 
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masses.  Before  Mahatma  Gandhi  had  stepped  in¬ 
to  the  field,  Lokamanya  Tilak  and  Dr.  Annie 
Besant  had  prepared  the  ground. 

After  the  close  of  the  First  World  War,  the 
Government  of  India,  instead  of  implementing  the 
policy  of  granting  further  political  reforms  to 
people,  forged  new  legislative  measures  to  throttle 
the  freedom  movement  of  new  India. 

The  Rowlett  Act  was  the  result  of  this  policy 
and  Mahatma  Gandhi  opposed  this  new  repressive 
measure  with  his  full  force  and,  when  the  Govern¬ 
ment  did  not  yield  to  his  appeals,  he  declared 
Satyagraha  Day  on  an  all-India  scale  in  April 
1919.  This  Satyagraha  Day  was  a  tremendous 
success.  The  Punjab  Government  retaliated  this 
new  awakening  with  a  horrible  mass  massacre  in 
Amritsar.  This  pained  Mahatma  Gandhi  very 
much  but  he  bottled  up  his  feelings  and  waited 
patiently  for  about  a  year  to  see  if  the  Govern¬ 
ment  would  make  amends.  But  the  Government 
was  unrepentant  and  Mahatma  Gandhi  com¬ 
menced  his  Non-violent  Non-co-operation  move¬ 
ment  on  the  first  of  August  1920,  the  day  on 
which  Lokamanya  Tilak  passed  away. 

It  would  be  beyond  the  scope  of  this  account 
to  narrate  the  events  of  the  great  non-violent 
struggle  in  British  India.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  its 
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reactions  were  found  in  Mysore  also  and  Congress 
organisations  were  started  in  Bangalore  and 
Mysore  and  other  places  to  carry  on  the  construc¬ 
tive  programme  ofKJhadi,  removal  of  untoucha- 
bility  and  so  on  in  sympathy  with  the  British 
Indians  who  were  fighting  for  Swaraj. 


Chapter  III 

FROM  SIR  M.  KANTHARAJ  URS 
TO  SIR  MIRZA 

It  was  only  in  192!  that  the  branches  of 
Indian  National  Congress  were  started  in  Mysore. 
Before  that  time  there  were  only  individual 
Congressmen  and  sympathisers  in  the  State- 
After  Mahatma  Gandhi  assumed  political 
leadership  in  British  India  a  new  constitution 
was  framed  for  the  Congress  organisation  and 
linguistic  provinces  were  created-  Old  Mysore 
State  becamepart  of  the  newly-created  Karnataka 
linguistic  province- 

Mysore  being  an  Indian  State,  the  Congress 
organisations  here  were  not  allowed  to  carry  on 
any  destructive  political  activity  but  had  to 
confine  themselves  to  constructive  work-  It  was 
also  laid  down  that  the  Congress  and  Congress 
leaders  must  not  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  State.  By  this  policy,  the  Congress 
gave  a  status  to  the  people  of  Indian  States  in  the 
big  national  movement-  And  the  Khilafat 
movement  created  Hindu-Muslim  unity  in 
Mysore. 
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A  large  number  of  patriotic  young  people 
without  any  distinction  of  caste,  creed  or  commu¬ 
nity  joined  the  Congress  organisation  in  Mysore 
and  spread  the  ideas  of  nationalism  and  freedom 
among  the  people. 

Shri  S.  S.  Setlur,  a  retired  High  Court  Judge, 
who  was  the  first  President  of  the  Congress 
Committee  which  was  started  in  Bangalore, 
conducted  its  affairs  in  a  cautious  manner 
without  embarrassing  the  authorities.  A  Congress 
House  was  started  in  Bangalore  and  in  it 
assembled  the  new  patriots  imbued  with  a  zeal  to 
serve  the  nation-  There  were  mass  meetings  and 
processions  in  Bangalore,  Mysore  and  other 
parts  of  the  State  to  infuse  patriotism  among 
parts  Khadi  became  more  and  more  popular 
and  peolple  began  to  wear  it-  It  was  considered 
to  be  the  symbol  of  freedom  and  wearing  it  was 
a  patriotic  act  The  Congress  ranks  knew  no 
distinction  of  caste  or  community  in  the 
organisation-  Hindus,  Muslims,  Brahmins  and 
Non-Brahmins,  Christians  and  others  rubbed 
shoulders  and  worked  together  for  the  freedom 
of  the  country. 

The  new  freedom  movement  in  Mysore 
gathered  force  and  momentum  and  gave  a  new 
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light  to  the  people.  People  with  old  ways  of  life 
and  vested  interests  looked  at  this  new  light  with 
wonder  and,  though  they  themselves  did  not  join 
it?  were  sympathetic  to  it-  MahatmaGandhi’s 
name  was  on  the  lips  of  every  one  and  it 
inspired  new  hope  and  courage. 

The  people  in  the  Mysore  State  closely 
watched  the  British  Indian  struggle  and  were  in 
daily  touch  with  the  movement  there.  The 
Madras  newspapers  like  Swarajya  were  very 
popular  in  the  State  and  they  published  the 
events  of  non-co-operation  in  a  prominent 
manner.  Leaders  from  British  Karnataka  like 
Muduveedu  Krishna  Rao,  Srinivasa  Rao 
Kaujalgi,  Gangadhararao  Deshpande,  Kadapa 
Raghavendra  Rao,  and  Dr.  N-  S.  Hardiker 
delivered  stirring  addresses  in  Mysore-  Leaders 
from  Madras  Presidency  also  made  patriotic 
speeches  in  Bangalore,  Mysore,  Shimoga  and 
other  places 

By  the  time  Mahatma  Gandhi  was  arrested 
and  sentenced  in  March  1922,  the  Mysore  State 
had  drunk  drunk  deep  from  the  fountain  of  the 
Congress  movement  in  British  India. 

The  Dewans,  Sir  M-  Kantharaj  Urs  and 
Sir  A.  R-  Banerji,  did  not  interfere  with  the  new 
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Congress  movment  in  Mysore  but  now  and  then 
cautioned  its  leaders  to  keep  it  within  bounds. 
Being  an  Indian  Government*  the  Mysore  Govern¬ 
ment  could  not  oppose  the  urge  for  national 
freedom  among  Indians*  but  on  account  of  the 
pressure  from  the  Paramount  Power  to  which  the 
Mysore  Maharaja  was  bound  by  some  terms  of 
the  treaty,  the  movement  had  to  be  kept  within 
some  limits  But  for  this  limitation,  the  Congress 
movement  in  Mysore  progressed  from  strength 
to  strength. 

The  state  organisation  helped  the  Karnataka 
Congress  Committee  with  men  and  money. 
In  the  Nagpur  Flag  Satyagraha  in  1923  four 
young  Mysore  Congress  volunteers  including 
Mr.  K.  Jeevanna  Rao  participated. 

To  the  Belgaum  session  of  the  Congress  in 
1924,  over  which  Mahatma  Gandhi  presided, 
Mysore  made  its  contribution  in  an  ample 
measure. 

In  the  meanwhile*  the  Mysore  politics  which 
was  now  dominated  by  the  Non-Brahmin  party 
progressed  step  by  step.  As  mentioned  earlier, 
the  Non-Brahmin  cry  resounded  on  the  floor  of 
the  Representative  Assembly  and  the  Legislative 
Council.  There  were  also  popular  movements 
outside  these  bodies  to  focus  attention  on  the 
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ideal  of  responsible  government  In  1919,  a 
political  convention,  organised  by  Sri-  D-  V. 
Gundappa  and  his  friends,  was  held  in  the  State 
urging  for  establishment  of  responsible  govern¬ 
ment-  In  1922,  a  resolution  was  also  moved 
in  the  Representative  Assembly  urging  for  the 
same.  Sir  M.  Kantharaj  Urs,  the  Dewan, 
sympathised  with  the  aspirations  of  the  people 
and  felt  that  the  subject  could  not  be  rushed 
He  added-  “Conditions  in  Mysore  are  not  on  all 
fours  with  those  in  British  India  and  it  will 
not  do  merely  to  copy  what  is  considered  suitable 
for  British  India-  The  question  of  adoption  of 
measures  for  giving  the  people  an  increasing 
share  in  the  administration  is  engaging  the 
earnest  attention  of  the  Government.  The  views 
of  the  Assembly  as  indicated  in  the  discussions 
today  will  be  submitted  to  His  Highness  the 
Maharaja  for  his  gracious  consideration,  and 
I  trust  it  will  be  possible  to  evolve  a  scheme 
of  reforms  which  may  be  placed  before  the 
Assembly  for  discussion  when  we  next  meet.” 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  stated  that  in 
British  India  since  about  1907  there  had  been  a 
continuous  process  of  introducing  non-official 
elements  in  the  Executive-  In  British  Indian 
Provinces  and  at  the  Centre,  there  was  an  Indian 
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Executive  Councillor  from  the  time  ot  the 
inauguration  of  the  MorleyMinto  Reforms- 
After  the  introduction  of  Montague-Chelmsford 
Reforms,  diarchy  was  introduced  in  British  Indian 
Provinces  and  three  Ministers  were  appointed 
from  among  the  elected  members.  In  the  Centre 
also  there  were  three  Executive  Councillors- 

Sir  M-  Kantharaj  Urs  retired  from  the 
Dewanship  in  1922  due  to  illness  and  Sir  A.  R- 
Banerji  succeeded  him  The  new  Dewan  was  a 
retired  I-C.S.  officer  with  ripe  experience  inadmini¬ 
stration  He  had  also  a  flair  for  parliamentary  life 
and  conducted  the  proceedings  of  the 
Representative  Assembly  and  the  Legislative 
Council  in  a  very  lively  manner,  encouraging 
members  to  put  interpellations,  raise  points  of 
order  and  conduct  debates  in  a  constitutional 
manner. 

% 

2  * 

Some  constitutional  reforms  as  recom¬ 
mended  by  Dr.  Seal  s  Committee  were  introduced 
during  his  time-  In  announcing  the  new  reforms 
Sir  A-  R.  Banerji,  the  Dewan,  said  on  7th 
October  1922:  ‘-His  Highness  the  Maharaja  feels 
that  the  time  has  now  come  for  taking  further 
step  m  the  policy  of  associating  the  people  more 
and  more  with  the  Government,  and  increasing 
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the  popular  element  in  the  administration-  He 
has  accordingly  been  graciously  pleased  to 
sanction  the  reconstitution  of  the  Representative 
Assembly  and  the  Legislative  Council  with 
enlarged  functions  and  has  commanded  me  to 
communicate  to  you  the  main  features  of  the 
contemplated  developments.” 

According  to  these  reforms?  the  Representa¬ 
tive  Assembly  was  given  a  definite  place  in  the 
Constitution.  Hitherto  it  was  a  body  with  no 
constitutional  status-  It  was  not  binding  on  the: 
Government  to  summon  the  session  of  the: 
Assembly  to  carry  on  the  administration-  Here¬ 
after,  no  new  tax  could  be  levied  without 
previously  consulting  the  Representative 
Assembly  It  would  be  consulted  in  regard  to 
all  important  legislative  measures-  The  legislative 
programmes  of  the  year  would  be  placed  before: 
the  Representative  Assembly  and  the  general 
principles  of  the  bills  would  be  discussed  by  it- 
Ordinarily,  except  in  urgent  cases,  the  Maharaja 
would  not  give  his  assent  to  any  bill  unless  it  was 
discussed  in  the  Assembly.  This  was  indeed  a 
step  in  advance. 

The  Maharaja, who  was  aware  of  the  spirit  of 
the  times,  addressing  on  the  12th  March  1924,  the 
joint  session  of  the  Representative  Assembly  and 
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the  Legislative  Council  said:  “It  is  the  ambition 

of  my  life  to  see  the  people  of  the  State  develop 

self-sustaining  qualities?  exhibit  initiative  and 

enterprise  and  take  a  front  rank  in  all  progressive 

movements  and  activities  in  the  country-  In 

making  our  plans  for  the  future,  we  have  got 

to  take  note  of  the  tremendous  changes  of  the 
recent  past-  India,  under  the  beneficent  guidance 

of  the  British  Nation,  is  shaping  into  a  federation 
of  Provinces  and  States-  While  co-operating 
with  both  the  Government  of  India  and  the  rest 
of  the  Indian  public  in  measures  which  lead  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  country  as  a  whole  we  in 
our  local  sphere  should  promote  education  and 
economic  growth  to  the  fullest  extent  permitted 
by  our  resources  so  that  our  people  may  not  fall 
behind  other  Provinces  and  States  in  the  race  of 
progress-” 

We  thus  find  the  Maharaja  was  anxious  to 
see  that  Mysore  did  not  fall  behind  other 
Provinces  and  States  in  the  race  of  progress. 
This  was  a  hopeful  augury  for  the  future  of 
Mysore-  In  the  newly-elected  Assembly  and  the 
Legislative  Council,  there  was  a  blending  of  the 
old  and  the  new.  In  the  Assembly  were 
Messrs.  M.  Venkatakrishnayya,  C- Srinivasa  Rao. 
C.  Vasudeva  Rao,  Karanik  Krishnamurthy, 
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C.  Narasimhaiya,  B.  Narasinga  Rao,  Bellav 
Venkatanaranappa,  Hosakoppa  Krishna  Rac 
and  other  old  guards.  There  were  also  ne\ 
leaders  of  the  Non-Brahmin  party,  namely  Messrs 
Mahomed  Abbas  Khan,  G*  Paramasivayya  an* 

D.  S-  Mallappa.  In  the  Legislative  Council  wer 
Sir  K-  P.  Puttanna  Chetty,  B.  K.  Garudachai 
D.  Vankatesaiya,  Rao  Bahadur  Nanjundaiya 
S*  Venkatesaiya  and  others.  During  the  perio* 
of  Sir  Banerji’s  Dewanship,  the  Assembly  and  th 
Council  spent  much  of  their  time  on  the  questio) 
of  the  working  of  the  Miller  Committee  Order. 

During  this  period  Mr.  Hosakoppa  Krishm 
Rao  held  a  political  conference  in  Hariharpu 
and  urged  for  the  establishment  of  responsibl 
-government. 

It  may  also  be  mentioned  here  tha 
M*  Venkatakrishnayya,  G  O.  M.  moved  ; 
resolution  in  1925  in  the  Legislative  Counci 
urging  that  non-official  Mysoreans  should  be 

appointed  as  Executive  Councillors. 

> 

Sir  A.  R.  Banerji  retired  in  1926  and  for  ; 
brief  period  Mushier-ul-Mulk  Mir  Hamza  Husseii 
acted  as  the  Dewan. 

Then  followed  Sir  Mirza  Ismail’s  regime  ai 
the  Dewan  from  1926  to  194!.  This  was  a  nev 
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era  of  prosperity  and  progress  in  Mysore.  The 
new  Dewan,  who  was  a  friend  and  classmate  of 
the  Maharaja  and  enjoyed  his  confidence  in  an 
unbounded  measure?  began  well  and  earned  the 
goodwill  of  the  people. 

Sir  Mirza  was  fortunate  that  he  stood  at  the 
head  of  an  administration  which  had  achieved 

commendable  progress  in  the  course  of  forty-five 
years-  The  British  Indian  leaders  and  British 

Indian  Press  were  all  -  praise  for  Mysore-  The 

State  of  Mysore  had  come  to  be  known  as  a  very 

advanced  one  and  many  young  Ruling  Princes 

used  to  come  here  to  get  their  administrative 
training.  The  Maharaja  who  was  in  the  prime 

of  his  life  and  had  received  good  early  training 
gave  all  encouragement  to  the  new  Dewan.  The 
Maharaja  and  the  Dewan  worked  hand  in  hand 
with  a  union  of  heart  and  mind.  In  addition  to 
several  progressive  measures  which  the  Dewan 
inaugurated,  he  invited  great  men  of  Modern 
India,  administrators,  educationists,  industrialists 
social  reformers,  politicians  and  others  to  visit 
Mysore  and  offer  useful  suggestions.  During 
this  period  Mysore  State  was  a  place  of  modern 
pi  grimage  attracting  all  progressive  -  minded 
people.  The  Maharaja  and  the  Dewan  cultivated 
friendship  with  great  leaders  like  Mahatma 
Gandhi,  Pandit  Malaviya,  Pandit  Motilal  Nehru, 
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Rt  Hon.  V.S.  Srinivasa  Sastri,  Sir  P.  S.  Sivaswatr 
Iyer  and  several  others  who  visited  Mysore  an- 
expressed  their  warm  appreciation  of  the  industria 
and  educational  progress  achieved  in  Mysore 
Mahatma  Gandhi  stayed  for  a  few  months  a 
Nandi  Hills  to  improve  his  health.  He  wa 
instrumental  in  making  the  Mysore  Governmen 
take  interest  in  Khadi  production  and  open  sal 
and  production  centres.  The  Mahatma  undertoo 
several  Harijan  tours  in  the  State  to  improv 
the  lot  of  this  unfortunate  depressed  community. 

In  the  course  of  fifteen  years  of  his  office  a 
Dewan  Sir  Mirza  achieved  considerable  mora 
and  material  progress  of  the  State- 

But  in  political  matters  he  rather  lagge< 
behind  and  had  in  the  latter  part  of  his  office  t< 
face  a  political  agitation  unprecedented  in  th 
history  of  Mysore- 

The  first  stirring  event  that  took  place  wa: 
the  Bangalore  Ganesha  Disturbance  in  the  las 
week  of  July  1928-  This  was  only  a  school-boy 
disturbance  but  it  was  caused  by  unnecessar; 
interference  of  the  Government  in  respect  01 
Ganesha  idol  inside  a  small  middle  school  in  th' 
heart  of  Bangalore  City. 

The  story  of  Ganesha  Disturbance  oi 
July  1928  forms  a  separate  chapter  in  the  history  o 
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modern  Mysore,  but  it  is  enough  to  mention  here 
that  as  Sir  Mirza  himself  has  acknowledged  in  his 
autobiography, “My  Public  Life”,he  was  misguided 
in  this  affair  by  Khan  Bahadur  Mahomed  Abbas 
Khan,  who  was  the  President  of  the  Bangalore 
City  Municipal  Council  at  that  time-  This  is 
what  he  writes:  “In  August  1928,  disturbances, 
in  which  schoolboys  took  a  prominent  part,  arose 
in  Bangalore.  The  real  cause  of  trouble  was  the 
unpopularity  of  a  Muslim  politician  who  happened 
to  be  the  President  of  the  City  Municipal 
Council-  He  had  his  failings  and  there  were 
good  grounds  for  his  unpopularity, as  I  discovered 
after  my  retirement  from  service.” 

From  this  confession  it  is  clear  that 
Mr.  Abbas  Khan  misguided  the  Dewan  and 
it  was  on  his  advice  that  the  Ganesha  idol  in  that 
small  school  was  interfered  with.  Bad  bungling 

occurred  and  the  Government  was  much 
discredited. 

Sir  Mirza  became  unpopular  ovenight  and  a 
section  of  the  public  demanded  that  he  should 
eitner  resign  or  be  removed  from  office.  New 
leaders  like  Mr-  S.  Venkatapathaiya  rose  in 
Bangalore  and  agitated  for  justice  to  the  aggrieved 
in  the  recent  disturbances-  In  Mysore  Citv 
M  Venkataknshnayya,  g-o.m-,  took  up  the  cause 
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of  the  people  and  criticised  the  Government 
forcefully  in  his  newspapers.  As  a  result  of  the 
popular  agitiation  the  Government  appointed  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  circumstances  oi 
the  disturbances  and  to  make  suitable  recommen¬ 
dations  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such 
happenings.  Sir  M.  Visvesvaraya,  retired 
Dewan,was  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  and 
the  enquiry  was  open  to  the  public  The 
proceedings  of  this  Committee  were  widely 

published  in  the  local  and  the  outside  press  and 
they  created  an  impression  in  the  minds  of  the 

thinking  people  both  in  Mysore  and  abroad  that 

the  Government  had  mishandled  the  situation 

and  the  public  had  a  just  cause  for  grievance 

The  Committee  concluded  its  labours  and 

published  a  report  which  contained  some  helpful 

suggestions  for  the  future  and  also  recommended 

further  constitutional  reforms.  The  Committee 

said:  “In  order  to  promote  contentment,  eithei 

the  State  should  have  a  Government  ot  the 
Mussolini  type,  keeping  the  people  intensely 

engaged  in  building  up  business  and  property,  01 
a  regular  constitutional  monarchy  approaching 
the  British  model  in  which  the  responsibility  for 
the  amelioration  of  the  people  is  thrown  for  the 
most  part  on  the  people  themselves.  It  will  not  be 
possible  to  maintain  the  first  named  type  ol 
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government  at  a  high  level  of  efficiency  for  any 
length  of  time,  or  to  have  a  Mussolini  at  the 
head  of  affairs.  The  safer  and  more  common 
alternative  is  to  introduce  a  party  system  of 
Government  and  divide  the  politicians  representing 
the  constituencies  into  two  classes  such  as 
Conservatives  and  Progressives,  instead  of  the 
present  classification  of  Brahmins  and  Non- 
Brahmins.  The  two  parties  should  be  so  formed 
as  to  represent  between  them  as  much  of  the 
property,  experience  and  culture,  as  is  available 
in  the  State  as  a  whole.  The  Dewan  may  be 
retained  as  Chief  Minister,  if  necessary,  for  a 
term  of  years,  after  the  party  system  comes  into 
use,  so  that  there  may  be  no  rash  break  with 
traditions.” 

It  is  also  useful  here  to  note  that  the 
Visvesvaraya  Committee  in  the  course  of  their 
report,  traced  the  Ganesha  disturbances  and  the 
Satyagraha  connected  with  it  to  the  influence  of 
political  movements  in  British  India  and  stated  : 
“On  account  of  the  facilities  of  rapid  communi¬ 
cation  and  interchange  of  thought,  the  people 
of  the  State  are  easily  affected  by  political 
movements  in  British  India-  The  Strike  and  the 
Satyagraha  of  the  boys  of  the  Sultanpet  School 
here  were  but  a  reflex  of  the  Satyagraha  which 
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was  in  progress  on  a  larger  scale  in  the  Bardoli 
taluk  of  the  Bombay  Province,  during  the  whole 
of  the  time  the  students  agitation  was  carried  on 
in  Bangalore.” 

The  reactions  of  the  Government  to  the 
report  of  the  Visvesvaraya  Committee  were 
not  helpful  The  Dewan  and  his  colleagues 
did  not  agree  with  these  recommendations  and 
they  expressed  the  view  that  as  far  as  the  question 
of  Constitutional  reforms  were  concerned  “the 
Government  did  not  stand  still  and  there  had 
been  no  question  of  wringing  reforms  from  an 
unwilling  Government  ” 

After  the  report  of  the  Visvesvaraya 
Committee  was  published  the  Government  took 
stern  measures  against  those  who  criticised 
Government-  M-  Venkatakrishnayya’s  papers 
were  suppressed  under  the  Press  Act  and  his 
pension  was  also  stopped-  This  was  the  greatest 
penalty  which  M.  Venkatakrishnayya  paid  for 
popular  freedom  in  his  last  days-  He  did  not 
long  survive  this  blow  and  he  passed  away 
in  1933. 

Meanwhile  things  were  moving  fast  in  the 
country  The  people  in  Mysore  also  did  not 
“stand  still”.  They  were  moving  forward.  The 
1928  Bangalore  disturbances  were  only  an 
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indication  of  the  popular  movement.  The 
Non-Brahmin  movement  assumed  a  new  shape 
and  form. 

In  the  new  elections  to  the  Assembly  and  the 
Legislative  Council  that  were  held  in  1927,  new 

types  of  young  men  were  returned  as  members. 
They  were  not  content  with  the  Government 
appointments  but  wanted  transfer  of  power  to  the 

people’s  representatives.  On  the  floor  of  the 
Assembly  and  the  Legislative  Council  they 
behaved  like  masters  and  not  as  petition 

mongers.  The  Government  had  to  reckon  with 
this  new  spirit- 

In  the  first  session  of  the  newly  elected 
Assembly  members  like  K.  T*  Bhashyam, 
M.  P.  Somasekhara  Rao,  V.  Venkatappa, 
T.  Siddalingaiya,  H  K-  Veeranna  Gowda, 

H.  C-  Dasappa,  D  IL  Chandrasekharaiya, 

K  Chengalraya  Reddy  and  others  began  to 

question  the  Government  on  its  policies.  They 

demanded  explanations  from  Government  on 

several  items  of  expenditure.  They  asked 

Government  to  reduce  expenditure  on  items  of 

show-  They  said  that  the  administration  was 

top-heavy  and  there  was  much  scope  for 
economy. 
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The  differences  between  Brahmins  and 
Non-Brahmins  in  the  Assembly  and  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council  were  becoming  less  and  less  and 
they  united  on  matters  involving  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

Among  the  elders  of  the  Assembly  there  were 
Sris*  M.  Venkatakrishnayya,  C  Srinivasa  Rao> 

C.  Vasudeva  Rao,  Hosakoppa  Krishna  Rao, 
Karanik  Krishnamurthy,  C.  Narasimhaiya  and 
others  who  stood  for  old  ideals- 

The  old  die-hards  like  Mahomed  Abbas  Khan 
and  Sri.  G-  Paramasivaiah  had  disappeared  from 
the  Assembly  and  there  was  D-  S-  Mallappa  who 
fought  valiantly  for  the  rights  of  the  backward 
classes. 

On  one  occasion  in  June  1928,  in  the  session 
of  the  Assembly  there  was  a  tension. 
That  was  due  to  the  refusal  of  the 
Government  to  answer  some  supplementaries 
put  by  D.  S.  Mallappa.  The  member  demanded 
the  replies  as  his  right-  The  Government  stood 
stubborn  and  D.  S.  Mallappa  staged  a  walk-out 
which  was  followed  by  many  members  of  the 
Assembly  without  any  distinction  of  Brahmin  or 
Non-Brahmin.  There  was  solid  support  to 

D.  S.  Mallappa,  on  this  matter  of  the  right  of  the 
Assembly  member.  This  historic  walk-out 
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turned  a  new  leaf  in  the  political  history  of 
Mysore. 

In  the  Legislative  Council  also,  the  new 
aggressive  spirit  was  felt  by  the  Government. 
Shri  K.  C*  Reddy,  who  felt  that  the  authorities 
were  very  unsympathetic  to  Kolar  District  ryats 
warned  the  Government  that  there  would  be  a 
Bordoli  in  Kolar  if  they  did  not  redress  the 
grievances  of  the  ryats  in  time.  This  was  too 
much  for  the  Dewan  who  was  accustomed  to  old 
‘johuzur’  ways. 

The  new  politicians  started  ryat  sanghas 
or  Agriculturists’  Associations  throughtout  the 
State  and  carried  on  an  agitation  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  the  tiller  of  the  soil.  They  also  joined 
Congress  politicians  in  agitations  for  constitu¬ 
tional  reforms.  They  argued  that  the  Press  Act 
should  be  repealed  and  that  there  should  be  a 
guarantee  of  civil  liberties  for  expressing  public 
opinion  in  a  free  and  frank  manner- 

D.  S.  Mallappa  and  his  friends  started  a 
new  party  called  Prajapaksha  which  changed  its 
political  objective  and  liberalised  its  membership- 
This  synchronised  with  a  new  move  in  Madras. 
Some  members  of  the  Justice  Party  of  Madras 
proposed  the  removal  of  ban  on  Brahmins  from 
joining  the  party.  The  sponsor  of  this  new  move 
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was  Mr*  Muniswami  Reddy  of  Chittoor  who  advo¬ 
cated  this  change  in  view  of  the  new  spirit  in  the 
country.  This  change  was  welcomed  by  most  of 
the  members  of  the  Prajamitra  Mandali  and  the 
result  was  the  creation  of  Prajapaksha  in  Mysore* 
This  produced  a  healthy  change  in  the  body 
politic  of  Mysore  and  the  politically  minded 
Brahmins  and  Non-Brahmins  came  closer  and 
closer.  The  conferences  of  the  Prajapaksha  were 
supported  by  many  politically  minded  Brahmins 
and  some  of  them  went  so  far  as  to  announce 
that  they  would  stand  out  in  the  next  elections  to 
make  room  for  Non-Brahmins.  This  self-denial 
had  a  very  salutary  effect  on  the  mind  of  the 
Prajapaksha. 

Meanwhile  in  Mysore  City,  in  1928  was  held 
fhe  first  session  of  the  Mysore  Congress  organized 
by  Mr.  G*  R.  Josyar.  Mr.  Manikvelu  Mudaliar,. 
a  prominent  industrialist  of  Bangalore  presided 
over  it  and  Mr*  S.  Satyamurthy,  Congress  Leader 
of  Madras  delivered  an  address  in  this  Congress 
One  of  the  most  important  resolutions  of  this 
Congress  was  the  recommendation  to  Government 
of  Mysore  that  responsible  government  should  be 
established  in  Mysore  immediately- 

In  December  1928  was  held  in  Trivendrutn, 
the  South  Indian  States’  Peoples’  Conference 
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over  which  presided  Sir  M.  Visvesvaraya.  It  was 
attended  by  a  large  number  of  Mysore  politicians# 
More  or  less  simultaneously  with  these  conferences 
a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Government 
of  India  to  study  the  relations  between  the  Indian 
States  and  the  Government  of  India-  Sir  Harcourt 
Butler,  a  distinguished  British  Civilian  was  the 
Chairman  of  this  Committee.  The  recommenda¬ 
tions  made  by  this  Committee  did  not  go  very  far 

In  the  year  1928  happened  another  sensational 
event  in  Bangalore  and  that  was  the  prosecution 
for  sedition  launched  by  the  Government  against 
Virakesari  Sitarama  Sastry  and  Navajivan 
C  Aswathanarayana  Rao.  The  Court  sentenced 
both  of  them  to  imprsionment-  This  was  the 
first  sedition  case  in  the  political  history  of 

Mysore  and  it  left  a  deep  mark  on  the  body 
politic  of  the  State. 

**  j  0 

la  1929  was  held  the  second  session  of  the 
Mysore  Congress  with  M.  Venkatakrishnayya, 
the  G.O  M  as  the  President.  Then  again  in  1930 
was  held  in  Bangalore  the  South  Indian  States’ 
Peoples’  Conference  with  Mr.  G.  R  Abhyankar 
as  the  President.  Messrs-  D.  V.  Gundappa, 
M-  P-  Somasekhara  Rao  and  Virakesari  Sitarama 
Sastry  were  the  moving  spirits  of  this  Conference. 
This  was  on  the  eve  of  the  first  Round  Table 
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Conference  held  in  London  to  which  the  Mysore 
Dewan  Sir  Mirza  went  as  a  delegate  of  South 
Indian  States. 

Things  were  moving  fast  in  British  India 
and  Indian  States  could  not  lag  behind. 
Mahatma  Gandhi  had  launched  his  famous  Salt 
Satyagraha  in  1930  and  Mysore  Congressmen 
contributed  men  and  money  to  this  movement- 
Sri  S.  Venkatapathaiya,  Sardar  K.  A.  Venkata- 
ramaiya*  V.  S.  Narayana  Rao,  G  R  Swamy, 
M.  N.  Jois,  T.  Subrahmanyam  and  several  others 
participated  in  this  historic  movement  of  British 
India- 

It  would  be  of  interest  to  mention  that  the 
Indian  National  Flag  has  played  an  important 
part  in  the  political  development  of  Mysore. 
The  Indian  National  Congress  Branch  of  the 
Mysore  State  honoured  it  as  a  sacred  symbol* 
It  used  to  hoist  it  on  all  important  public 
occasions-  In  1931,  Pandit  Jawaharlal  Nehru  i 
with  his  wife  and  daughter  paid  a  visit  to  Mysore 
and  addressed  several  public  meetings-.  He  was 
also  presented  with  an  address  by  the  Bangalore 
City  Municipal  Council-  To  mark  the  visit  of 
this  great  leader  a  tall  iron  flag  staff  was  fixed 
permanently  in  the  grounds  of  Subhas  Nagar 
Maidan  (Dharmambudi  Tank  Bed)  Bangalore. 
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Pandit  Jawaharlal  Nehru  hoisted  a  National  Flag 
on  this  pole.  The  people  ot  Bangalore  regarded 
this  flag  staff  with  great  honour.  But  somehow 
the  Mysore  Government  pulled  out  this  flag  staff 
and  outraged  the  public  feeling  in  Bangalore. 
There  was  a  move  to  vindicate  the  flag  by 
Satyagraha.  But,  somehow,  it  did  not  proceed 
uriher. 

Pandit  jawaharlal  Nehru  has  mentioned 
about  this  flag-staff  in  his  autobiography  in  the 
following  manner : — 

“In  Bangalore,  in  the  Mysore  State,  I  had 
hoisted  at  a  great  gathering  a  national  flag  on 
an  enormous  iron  pole.  Not  long  after  my 
departure  this  pole  was  broken  up  into  bits  and 
the  Mysore  Government  made  the  display  of  flag 
an  offence*  This  ill-treatment  and  insult  of  the 
flag  I  had  hoisted  pained  me  greatly  ” 

Meanwhile,  the  Mysore  Assembly  and  the 
Legislative  Council  were  challenging  the  Govern¬ 
ment  at  every  step  and  the  challenge  between  the 
progressive  members  of  these  bodies  and  the 
Government  widened  and  the  utterances  of 
Sir  Mirza  as  Dewan  added  fuel  to  fire. 

The  Old  Prajamitra  Mandali  and  the 
Prajapaksha  dissolved  themselves  and  formed  a 
new  party  called  Prajasamyukta  Paksha  and 
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Mr.  H.  B.  Gundappi  Gowda  who  was  an 
unsparing  critic  of  the  Government  became  the 
first  President  of  this  party. 

The  Prajasamyukta  Paksha  moved  forward 
very  vigorously.  It  criticised  the  Government 
very  strongly  and  Sir  Mirza  had  to  meet  a  new 
challenge  from  the  Non-Brahmin  group.  He  had 
already  been  in  office  for  over  11  years  and  the 
Prajasamyukta  leaders  felt  very  strongly  that 
Sir  Mirza  should  be  retired  and  a  more  liberal 
administrator  appointed  in  his  place.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  a  resolution  was  passed  at  the 
Kolar  session  of  the  Prajasamyukta  Paksha 
Conference  that  Sir  Mirza  should  be  retiled 
This  was  in  the  early  part  of  1937- 

By  this  time  British  India  had  made  great 
strides  in  securing  political  power.  The 
Government  of  India  Act  of  1935  was  passed 
in  the  British  Parliament  and  as  an  immediate 
result,  the  British  Provinces  got  provincial 
autonomy  and  an  all  India  Federation  with  the 
Indian  States  in  it  was  in  prospect*  And  in  the 
new  elections  that  were  held  in  British  India 
the  Congress  secured  majority  in  several 
provinces  and  Congress  Ministers  were  installed 
in  power  there.  While  in  British  India?  the 
people’s  representatives,  were  getting  more  and 
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more  power,  fcere-in  Mysore,  the  peoples* 
representatives  remained  only  as  petitioners  in 
the  Assembly  and  the  Council-  This  was  a  very 
untenable  position  and  popular  leaders  would  not 
tolerate  this  situation.  Besides,  Sir  Mirza 
instead  of  sharing  power  was  centralising  every 
thing  In  his  hands-  Though  Dr.  Seal  had  in 
his  reforms  made  provision  for  appointment  of 
experienced  non-officials  as  Ministers,  the 
Government  had  not  moved  even  an  inch  in  this 
matter-  Indeed  there  was  some  hope  that 
Sir  Mirza  would  implement  this  reform  as  soon 
as  he  was  appointed  as  Dewan  and  the  names  of 
some  prominent  non-officials  were  mentioned 
in  this  connection.  But  nothing  was  done  and 
the  non-officials  were  kept  at  a  distance  from 
power. 


Chapter  IV 


SIR  MIRZA  TO  SRI  N.  MADHAYA  RAU 

When  we  come  to  the  year  1937,  the 
situation  becomes  tense.  The  Government  did 
not  seem  to  have  realized  the  change  that  had 
come  over  tne  popular  mind.  The  Dewan’s 
addresses  to  the  Assembly  and  the  Council  and 
his  utterances  in  other  places  were  out  of  tune 
with  the  time  spirit.  It  was  as  clear  as  daylight 
that  there  was  not  much  love  lost  between  the 
Dewan  and  the  popular  leaders.  There  was  an 
agitation  that  Sir  Mirza  had  been  very  long  in 
office  and  that  he  should  give  room  for  another 
who  was  more  sympathetic  to  popular  aspirations. 
The  Prajasamyukta  Paksha  at  its  Kolar  session 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1937  had  passed  a 
resolution  that  Sir  Mirza  should  be  retired  and 
no  more  extensions  should  be  given  to  him. 
It  was  rather  regrettable  that  while  the  public 
feelings  were  so  hostile  to  Sir  Mirza’s  conti¬ 
nuance  as  Dewan,  .his  term  of  office  was 
extended  to  a  further  period  of  five  years. 

The  cup  was  now  full  to  the  brim.  And 
the  agitation  against  the  Government  redoubled 
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itself.  .  As  if  adding  fuel  to  fire,  the  City 
Magistrate  of  Bangalore  issued  a  prohibitory 
order  agaist  public  meetings  and  processions  in 
the  City  of  Bangalore.  The  object  of  this  order 
was  to  check  the  activities  of  the  labourers  who 
had  planned  to  march  in  procession  to  the 
Bangalore  City  Municipal  Council  with  a  view 
to  protesting  against  the  increase  of  rent  of 
tenements  in  •  which  they  were  residing.  The 
prohibition  was  so  general  that  it  seemed  to 
apply  to  all  public  processions  and  meetings. 
The  public  leaders  of  Bangalore  resented  this 
order  and  requested  the  authorities  to  withdraw 
it  The  Government  did  not  respond  to  this. 
Consequently,  Messers  T.  Siddalingaiya,  Taga- 
dur  Ramachandra  Rao  and  Veerakesari  Seetha- 
rama  Shastry  formed  a  Council  of  Action  and 
sent  an  ultimatum  to  the  Government  that  they 
would  disobey  the  order  if  it  was  not  withdrawn. 
The  Government  considered  this  as  a  challenge 
to  the  constituted  authority  and  took  action 
against  them.  Thus  the  ball  was  set  rolling. 
Mr.  K.  T.  Bhashyam  who  was  the  President 
of  the  local  branch  of  Indian  National  Congress 
protested  against  this  repressive  action  and  made 
a  strong  speech  in  which  he  criticised  the  re¬ 
actionary  pohcy  of  the  Government.  Mr.  N.  C 
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Thimma  Reddy  made  a  similar  speech  and 
criticised  Sir  Mirza  in  strong  terms.  The 
Government  set  in  motion  its  machinery  and 
arrested  both  these  leaders  and  launched  prose¬ 
cutions  for  sedition  against  them.  The  arrest  of 
Mr.  K.  1 .  Bh  ashy  am  who  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Mysore  Representative  Assembly,  in 
Mysore,  at  dead  of  night,  on  15th  of  October 
1957,  a  day  previous  to  the  opening  day  of  the 
Dasara  Session  of  the  Assembly  was  the  most 
foolish  act  of  the  then  Government.  The  next 
morning  Prajasamyukta  Paksha  which  assembled 
in  Mysore  considered  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Bhashyam 
as  a  challenge  to  civil  liberties  and  decided 
to  join  Indian  National  Congress  in  a  body 
and  continue  the  struggle  which  had  already 
begun. 

This  was  a  great  historic  political  event 
symbolizing  the  dawn  of  new  life  in  Mysore. 
The  old  order  was  rung  out  and  a  new  order  was 
rung  in. 

Sir  Mirza,  the  Dewan  took  the  new  move¬ 
ment  as  a  personal  challenge  to  him  and  an 
order  was  issued  by  the  Government  deporting 
Mr.  B.  N.  Gupta  outside  the  State.  The  session 
of  the  Assembly  was  a  stormy  one  with  walk-out 
and  challenges  to  the  Government.  Mr.  S. 
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Rangaramaiya,  an  advocate  of  Mysore  and  an 
Assembly  member  became  the  hero  of  the  session 
with  his  challenging  walk-outs. 

It  is  worthwhile  to  note  here  the  unhelpful 
attitude  of  the  Dewan  to  the  new  spirit  of 
awakening  in  Mysore,  i  In  his  reply  to  the 
address  presented  by  the  Merchants  of  Mysore, 
on  the  25th  of  November  1937,  Dewan  Sir  Mirza 
said 

“On  an  occasion  like  this,  I  imagine  you 
will  expect  me  to  say  something  in  regard  to  the 
political  situation  in  our  State,  which  has 
attracted  some  notice  outside,  thanks  to  the 
misdirected— I  will  not  use  a  harsher  word- 
activities  of  some  of  our  fellow  citizens  who 
seem  to  imagine  that  our  whole  salvation  lies 
in  immediately  handing  over  the  administration 
to  them.  I  do  not  suppose  the  situation  is  so 
perplexing  to  you,  who  know  so  well  the  under¬ 
currents  of  the  movement,  as  it  must  be  to 
people  not  so  well  aquainted  with  our  local 
conditions.  They  must  be  wondering  why 
suddenly  the  Government  of  Mysore,  so  well 
known  for  their  sane  and  progressive  policy, 
should  have  embarked  upon  a  policy  of 

repression  and  should  display  active  hostility 
to  the  Congress. 
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“  Well,  I  should  be  puzzled  myself.  I  am 
wondering  whether  these  persons  in  the  State 
who  are  accusing  the  Government  of  policy 
oi  repression  really  believe  what  they  say.  Do 
they  lay  upon  the  government  the  responsibility 
for  action  that  they  have  themselves  compelled 
Government  to  take?  Is  it  repression  to  use  the 
ordinary  law  of  the  land  against  the  law-breakers? 
Is  it  repression  to  discountenance  the  activities 
of  persons  whose  sole  aim  is  the  promotion  of 
disloyalty,  who  go  about  trying  to  poison  the 
minds  of  the  public,  and  to  delude  them  with 
wild,  impossible  promises  ?  They  seem  to 
fancy  that  by  calling  themselves  congressmen 
they  make  themselves  immune  from  the 
operation  of  the  law,  and  the  odium  that  should 
belong  to  subversive  propaganda.  The  wisdom* 
tolerance  and  honesty  of  true  congress  leadership 
might  profitably  be  studied  by  the  so-called 
“Congress  Leaders’*  in  Mysore. 

“  If  they  were  true  congressmen  they  would 

i 

adopt  different  methods  to  secure  their  ends — 
whatever  they  might  be — instead  of  thus  dis¬ 
crediting  the  Congress  and  defaming  their 
own  home.  I  believe  I  am  a  much  truer  congress¬ 
man  than  most  of  my  critics.  I  believe  I 
have  done  more  to  carry  out,  as  far  in  me  lay, 
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the  constructive  side,  the  vital  part,  of  the 
congress  programme  than  any  congressman  I 
think  of  in  the  State." 

From  now  onwards,  the  Mysore  politics 
assumed  a  new  form.  It  became  aggressive 
and  offensive.  The  new  congress  leaders  like 
Messrs.  H.  C.  Dasappa.  H.  K.  Veeranna  Gowda 
and  others  braved  the  fury  of  the  authorities  and 
entered  the  jails.  Many  more  were  hauled  up 
and  the  situation  attracted  all  India  attention, 
principally,  the  All  India  Congress  Committee. 

This  is  what  K.  R.  Sreenivasa  Iyengar 
Committee  says  on  the  political  ‘  situation 
prevailing  at  that  time  in  Mysore.  “  The  coming 
into  powers  of  the  Congress  Ministries  in  many 
British  Indian  Provinces  in  July  1937,  however, 
seems  to  have  changed  the  attitude  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Peoples’  Federation  ( Prajasamyukta 
Paksha )  towards  the  Congress  Party,  and  this 
resulted  in  the  emergence  of  the  new  party  under 
the  name  of  Mysore  Congress  owing  allegiance 
to,  if  not  working  as  a  branch  of  the  Indian 
National  Congress.  A  considerable  amount  of 
agitation  and  organized  propaganda  was  started 
and  carried  on  in  its  name  and  with  external  aid. 
It  was  accompanied  in  some  cases  by  defiance  of 
constituted  authority,  and  the  Government  took 
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action  against  some  persons  whose  speeches 
seemed  to  be  seditious.  The  very  first  act  of  the 
new  party  after  its  formation  was  to  stage  a 
walkout  in  the  Representative  Assembly  in 
October  1937  against  what  they  considered  the 
repressive  policy  of  the  Government.  There 
were  disturbances  of  the  public  peace  in  the  city 
of  Bangalore.  In  some  other  parts  of  the  State 
also,  the  Magistrates  had  to  issue  prohibitory 
orders  as  a  precaution  against  apprehended 
breaches  of  the  peace.” 

It  was  just  at  this  time  that  Mr.  K.  F.  Nari¬ 
man,  Congress  leader  of  Bombay,  visited  the 
cities  of  Mysore  and  Bangalore  and  made  stirring 
speeches  against  the  autocratic  rule  in  Indian 
States.  The  authorities  arrested  Mr.  Nariman 
and  left  him  outside  the  borders  of  the  State. 
There  were  disturbances  in  Bangalore  and  the* 
then  Inspector  General  of  Police,  Mr.  Hamilton 
quelled  them  with  an  iron  hand. 

In  his  book  “  Public  Life”,  Sir  Mirza 
referring  to  Nariman's  visit  says,  44  A  prominent 
politician  from  Bombay  visited  Bangalore 
and  Mysore  during  Congress  non-cooperation 
and  gave  us  much  trouble.  He  excited  the 
students  to  such  an  extent  that  the  police  had  to 
open  fire  to  control  the  unruly  crowds.  He- 
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criticized,  in  the  strongest  possible  terms,  every¬ 
thing  the  Government  of  Mysore  did.  Construc¬ 
tive  criticism  is  scarce,  because  it  implies  thought¬ 
fulness  and  goodwill,  such  as  this  visitor  lacked.” 

In  this  connection  it  is  worthwhile  to  note 
the  change  in  the  attitude  of 
the  Indian  National  Congress  towards  the 
aspirations  of  Indian  States  people.  The  Indian 
Congress  did  not  actively  take  part  in  the  move¬ 
ments  in  the  Indian  States  but  gave  much 
encouragement  to  the  people  and  sympathised 
with  them.  This  is  what  Mr.  Reginald  Coupland 
in  his  book  '‘Constitutional  Problem  In  India” 
states: — Since  1929  the  Congress  had  openly 
declared  that  the  States  should  be  brought  into 
line  with  British  India  by  the  introduction  of 
responsible  government.  But  up  to  1937,  under 
Mr.  Gandhi’s  leadership,  the  Congress  sympathy 
with  popular  agitation  in  the  States  had  gone  no 
further  than  that.  Criticism  of  the  States’ 
governments  had  been  restrained.  Hopes  were 
still  expressed  that  the  Rulers  would  recognise 
their  peoples’  rights  2nd  do  their  duty.  Meantime 
the  people  count  on  the  encouragement  of  the 
congress  but  no  more.  They  must  fight  their 

own  battle  without  direct  or  active  aid  from 
British  India.” 
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But  in  the  autumn  of  1937  several  reasons 
combined  to  bring  about  a  change  of  attitude. 
The  new  constitution,  as  has  been  observed,  had 
sharpened  the  contrast  between  Provinces  and 
States.  Popular  Indian  Governments  were  now 
for  the  first  time  side  by  side  with  Indian  auto¬ 
cracies.  And  the  triumph  of  the  Congress  at 
the  Provincial  elections  had  inevitably  raised  the 
pitch  of  its  nationalist  aspirations.  In  most  ol 
British  India  the  masses  of  the  people  had  voted 
for  a  Congress  Raj.  Would  not  the  masses  ol 
the  people  in  the  States  follow  suit,  if  only  they 
had  the  chance  ?  Why  should  Congressmen  in 
British  India  refrain  any  longer  from  doing  all 
they  could  to  help  them  ?  And  to  give  such 
help  would  now  be  easier  since  the  new  Provincial 
Governments  were  not  fettered  by  the  promises 
and  scruples  of  the  old.  The  interests  of  the 
Rulers  had  been  safe  enough  in  British  India  as 
long  as  law  and  order  were  under  British  Control 
but  now,  in  the  Congress  Provinces  at  any  rate 
it  rested  with  Congress  Ministers  in  the  first 
place  to  uphold  the  legal  vote  on  subversive 
agitation  against  the  Government  of  the  States 
and  only  in  the  last  resort  could  the  latter  be 
prosecuted  by  the  Governor’s  ‘  Special  Res¬ 
ponsibility  ’  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  oi 
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any  Indian  Slate  and  the  rights  and  dignity  of 
the  Ruler  therof.”  And  a  forward  policy  was 

not  only  easier  now,  it  was  more  urgent . 

Clearly,  then,  the  States  must  be  liberated,  and 
quickly.  The  opportunity  for  attaining  national 
freedom  might  come  at  any  moment  The 
foregoing  considerations  amply  explain  change 
of  front  towards  the  States  for  Congressmen  of 
the  left  had  long  been  pressing.  Soon  after  the 
Congress  Government  had  been  established 

an  occasion  for  opening  the  attack  was 
provided.” 


While  the  political  agitation  inside  Mysore 
was  growing  from  strength  to  strength,’  Mr. 
K.  Chengalaraya  Reddy,  the  Dictator  of  the 
Mysore  Congress  movement  toured  in  British 
India  and  contacted  All  India  Congress  leaders 
and  won  their  active  support  and  sympathy  to 
the  Mysore  peoples’  cause.  He  collected  facts 
and  figures  with  regard  to  the  Mysore  Govern¬ 
ment  s  repressive  policy  and  placed  them  before 
andit  Jawaharlal  Nehru  and  other  Congress 

he  M  if/Ve  thCir  wholehearted  support  to 
he  Mysore  Movement.  It  was  mainly  due  to 

he  fforts  of  Sri  K.  C.  Reddy  that  the  following 

of  the Tl  C^PaSSed  ^  A  LCC  “This  meeting 

A.I.C.C.  expressess  its  emphatic  protest 
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against  the  ruthless  policy  of  repression  as 
indicated  by  the  inaugurations  of  various 
restrictive  and  prohibitory  orders  and  political 
prosecutions  launched  in  the  Mysore  State  and 
also  against  the  suppression  of  the  civil  rights 
and  liberties  by  denying  the  elementary  rights 
of  speech,  assemblage  and  association’'. 
“  This  meeting  sends  its  fraternal  greetings 
to  people  of  the  Mysore  and  wishes  them  all 
success  in  their  legitimate  non-violent  struggle. 
It  appeals  to  people  of  Indian  States  and  British 
India  to  give  all  support  and  encouragement  to 
the  people  of  Mysore  in  their  struggle  against 
the  'State  for  the  right  of  self-determina¬ 
tion.” 

This  resolution  strengthened  the  hands  ot 
Mysore  congressmen  who  intensified  their  move¬ 
ment.  Mahatma  Gandhi  who  came  to  know- 
of  the  A.I.C.C.  resolution  did  not  at  first  approve 
of  it  as  it  meant  interference  in  the  affairs  of  an 
Indian  State.  But  he  was  however  persuaded 
later  to  permit  prominent  congressmen  to  help 
the  popular  movement  inside  the  States.  Thu? 
at  the  Haripura  session  of  the  Nationa 
Congress  in  1938,  over  which  Subash  Chandra 
Bose  presided  the  following  resolution  wa: 
passed  in  October  1937. 
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i6  The  Congress  stands  for  the  same  political, 
social  and  economic  freedom  in  the  States  as  in 
rest  of  India  and  considers  the  States  as  integral 
parts  of  India  which  cannot  be  separated.  The 
PURNA  SWARJ  or  Complete  Independence, 
which  is  the  objective  of  the  Congress,  is  for  the 
whole  of  India,  inclusive  of  the  States,  for  the 
integrity  and  unity  ol  India  must  be  maintained 
in  freedom  as  it  has  been  maintained  in  subjec¬ 
tion.  The  only  kind  of  federation  that  can  be 
acceptable  to  the  Congress  is  one  in  which  the 
States  participate  as  free  units,  enjoying  the  same 

measure  of  democratic  freedom  as*  the  rest  of 
India.” 


This  resolution  made  the  position  clear  that 
the  Congress st°°d  for  responsible  government  in 
Indian  States,  but  it  would  not  directly  take  part 
in  the  movements  inside  States  nor  would  it 
allow  its  branches  in  Indian  States  to  carry  on 
the  struggle  in  the  name  of  the  Congress.  It  had, 
however,  no  objection  for  individual  Congress¬ 
men  to  render  in  their  personal  capacities  assist¬ 
ance  to  Indian  States  people  in  their  work.  The 
Indian  States  people  were  asked  to  form 

ej'fv  orSani2ations  like  Prajamandals  to 
t*rr,  on  the  movements  inside  their  States  in 
•bet.  own  name.  The  effect  of  this  resolution  in 
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Mysore  was  a  separate  organization  of  Congress¬ 
men  was  formed  with  the  name  of  Mysore  State 
Congress  to  continue  the  movement  that  was 
started  earlier  in  the  name  of  Indian  National 
Congress.  Every  member  of  the  Mysore  State 
Congress  was  also  required  to  be  a  member  of 
Indian  National  Congress  and  subscribe  to  the 
Constructive  programme. 

The  immediate  etfect  of  the  Haripura  resolu 
tion  in  Mysore  was  the  release  of  all  Congress¬ 
men  who  had  been  jailed  for  civil  disobedience 
This  act  of  Mysore  Government  relieved  the 
situation  slightly  but  not  for  long.  Unless  civi 
liberties  were  guaranteed  and  His  Highness  The 
Maharaja  granted  responsible  government  thi; 
popular  movement  would  not  subside  in  Mysore 
Dr.  Pattabhi  Seetharamaiya,  veteran  congress 
man  who  had  interested  himself  deeply  in  th< 
welfare  of  Indian  States  people  toured  in  th- 
Mysore  State  and  by  his  public  addresses  instillec 
courage  in  the  hearts  of  people.  Sri  Balwant  Ra 
Metha  also  assisted  the  people  of  Mysore  State 

in-  this  respect.  - 

As  soon  as  the  new  organization  calle< 

Mysore  State  Congress  was  formed  a  session  o 
it  was  held  in  Shivapur  near  Maddur.  It  was 
successful  session  presided  over  by  Sri  T.  Sidda 
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lingaiya,  but  a  deadlock  arose  in  the  session  itself 
between  the  Mysore  Congress  leaders  and  the 
authorities  with  regard  to  the  hoisting  of  the 
Congress  flag  in  a  public  place.  The  District 
Magistrate  banned  it  and  then  ensued  a  Satya- 
graha  called  Congress  blag  Satyagraha  in  which 
most  of  the  Congress  leaders  participa¬ 
ted  and  suffered  imprisonment.  The  situation 
became  tense  once  again.  This  flag  Satyagraha 
movement  spread  to  the  whole  State  and  in  April 
1938,  at  Vidurashwatha,  a  place  of  piligrimage 
near  Gowribidanur,  the  Congress  flag  Satyagraha 
resulted  in  police  shooting  and  several  deaths. 
There  was  consternation  in  the  State  and  the 
Government  suppressed  almost  all  the  local 
news-papers  and  a  frightful  situation  was  created. 
At  that  time  Sirdar  Vallababhai  Patel  accom¬ 
panied  by  Acharya  Kripalani  arrived  in  Bangalore 
and  brought  about  an  understanding  between 
Sit  Mirza  and  Mysore  State  Congress  leaders. 
According  to  this  understanding  all  the  political 
prisoners  were  released  and  the  Mysore  State 
Congress  was  asked  to  hoist  Mysore  State  Fla>’ 
side  by  side  with  the  Congress  Flag  on  ceremonial 
occasions.  The  Mysore  State  Congress  promised 
to  co-opeiate  with  the  Constitutional  Reforms 
Committee  which  the  Mysore  Government 
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had  set  up  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  K.  R. 
Srinivasa  Iyengar,  a  retired  Executive  Councillor. 

This  understanding  between  Mysore  State 
Congress  and  the  Mysore  Government  was  held 
by  people  as  a  success  of  the  Congress  movement 
and  it  gave  increased  support  to  this  political 
body.  A  committee  was  also  appointed  with 
Sri  V.  Ramesham,  a  retired  Madras  High  Court 
Judge  as  chairman  to  investigate  into  the  Viduras- 
watha  Shooting  incidents.  An  open  enquiry  was 
held  by  the  Committee  and  L.  S.  Raju  worked  as 
advocate  for  the  people’s  cause.  The  results  of 
this  enquiry  did  not  improve  matters.  Inspite 
of  the  understanding  brought  about  by  Sirdar 
Patel,  the  Mysore  State  Congress  and  the 
Government  stood  apart.  There  was  no  cordia¬ 
lity  between  them  and  due  to  some  reasons  the 
Congress  members  on  the  Reforms  Committee 
resigned  and  the  Committee  went  on  with  its 

labours  without  Congress  members. 

At  the  K.G.F.,  the  District  Magistrate  issued 
some  prohibitory  orders  which  curtailed  the  civil 
liberties  of  the  people.  Messrs  K.  Chengalaraya 
Reddy,  K.  Pattabhiraman,  K.  Sampangiramaiya 
and  several  other  Congressmen  who  were  also 
lawyers  disobeyed  these  orders  and  courted 
mprison  merit. 
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After  the  release  of  these  Congressmen,  the 
Government  made  a  reference  to  the  Mysore 
High  Court  to  disenroll  these  Congress  lawyers 
who  had  disobeyed  the  District  Magistrate’s  order 
at  the  K.G.F.  Accordingly  most  of  the  Congress 

lawyers  were  deprived  of  their  sanad  to  practise 
in  law  courts. 


This  repressive  act  ot  the  Mysore  Govern¬ 
ment  created  yet  greater  opposition  to  the 
Government.  This  feeling  was  prominently 
manifested  in  the  City  Municipal  elections  held 
in  the  cities  of  Bangalore  and  Mysore  in  the 
month  of  December  1940.  The  Congress  captured 
all  the  elected  seats  in  both  these  cities  and  there 
was  great  popular  rejoicing  over  this  success  of 
the  Mysore  Congress. 


In  the  middle  of  1940,  Mahatma  Gandhi’s 
Private  Secretary  Mr.  Mahadev  Desai  visited 
the  State  and  enquired  into  police  excesse;. 


In  August  1940,  His  Highnessthe  Maharaja 
Krishnaraja  Wadiyar  IV  passed  away  after  a 
glorious  reign  of  thirty  years.  His  Highness 
Sn  Jayachamarajendra  Wadiyar  ascended  the 
historic  Mysore  throne  in  the  same  month  and 
continued  the  work  of  his  great  uncle.  Sir  M  rza 
sm.ul,  tne  great  Dewan  served  the  new  Maharaja 
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for  a  few  months  and  resigned  his  high  office  in 
May  1941. 

In  September  1939  the  Second  World  War 
broke  out  and  the  Congress  Ministers  in  British 
India  resigned  their  offices  and  there  was  a  rift 
between  the  Indian  National  Congress  and  the 
Government  of  India.  The  Congress  refused 
cooperation  in  war  efforts  and  individual  satya- 
graha  was  offered  to  oppose  the  war  efforts. 
Things  began  to  move  fast  in  British  India,  ihe 
failure  of  the  Cripp's  mission  and  the  launching 
of  Quit  India  Movement  had  their  reactions  in 

Mysore  also. 

The  Mysore  State  Congress  held  annual 
sessions  of  the  Congress,  one  after  anotuer,  and 
reiterated  the  demand  for  responsible  government. 
Messrs  K.  T.  Bhashyam,  H.  C.  Dasappa,  T.. 
Subrahmanya,  Yashodharamma  Dasappa  and  S . 
Nijalingappa  presided  over  Mysore  State  Con¬ 
gress  sessions  and  carried  on  the  struggle 
vigorously.  But  Quit  India  movement  entered! 
Mysore  and  it  was  a  trying  period  for  the  Mysore: 
Government.  All  Mysore  State  Congress  leaders 
were  clapped  into  jail  again  and  men,  women 
and  even  children  joined  the  civil  disobedience: 
campaign.  •  There  was  great  upheaval  in  Mysore 
State  and  the  jails  were  overfilled  with  Satya-i 
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grahis.  During  the  month  of  August  and 
September  1942,  it  looked  as  if  the  Mysore  people 
were  in  revolt.  People  of  their  own  accord 
rushed  forward  and  filled  jails. 

Sri  Nyapathi  Madhava  Ran  succeeded  Sir 
Mirza  as  the  Dewan  and  introduced  new 
constitutional  reforms  recommended  by  the 
Srinivasa  Iyengar  Committee. 

The  important  features  of  the  Government 
of  Mysore  Act  of  1940  were :  The  strength  of 
the  Assembly  was  increased  to  315,  out  of 
whicii  separate  electorates  Muslim  would  get  26 
seats,  Depressed  Classes  30.  Indian  Christians  5, 
Europeans  1  and  special  interests  28.  Women 
were  given  1 1  seats  but  they  were  to  be  elected 
only  by  women  voters.  Ten  members  would  be 
nominated  by  Government  to  the  Assembly. 
There  would  be  two  sessions  of  the  Assembly 
in  a  year  and  the  Dewan  would  preside  over 
them.  The  strength  of  the  Legislative  Council 
was  increased  to  68  with  4  seats  for  Muslims 
4  for  Depressed  Classes.  1  for  Indian  Christians’ 
lor  Europeans.  Special  interests  would  have 
seats.  The  number  of  nominated  seats  would 
e  24  out  of  which  16  were  officials.  The 
Legislative  council  would  be  presided  over  by  a 
non-o  ficial  president  who  would  be  nominated 
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by  the  Maharaja  for  the  first  term  and  in  the 
succeeding  terms?  thepresident  would  be  elected 
from  among  non-official  members.  The  terms 
of  the  Assembly  and  the  Council  would  be  for 
four  years. 

As  far  as  the  Executive  was  considered 
there  was  no  grant  of  responsible  government. 
Not  less  than  two  of  the  Ministers  should  be 
non-officials  selected  from  among  the  elected 
members  of  the  Representative  Assembly  and 
the  Legislative  Council.  There  was  no  special 
provision  for  a  vote  of  no  confidence  against 
the  Ministers. 

No  new  tax  should  be  leived  nor  any  existing 
tax  enhanced  without  the  consultation  of  the 
Assembly*  Every  bill  should  be  levied  placed 
before  the  Assembly  before  its  introduction  in  the 
Legislative  Council* 

To  the  new  houses  of  legislature?  elections 
were  held  in  1941.  The  Congress  party  contested 
these  elections  Due  to  some  minor  and  negli¬ 
gible  errors  inthe  nomination  papers,  nominations 
of  many  Congress  candidates  were  rejected.  Top 
leaders  of  Congress  like  Messrs-  K  T.  Bhashyam. 
H.  C.  Dasappa,  H.  Siddavya,  T.  Subramanyam 
could  not  contest  the  elections  as  their  sanads 
had  been  cancelled  by  the  High  Court-  AU  the 
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same  the  Congress  parly  secured  a  large  number 
of  seats  in  the  Assembly  and  Legislative  council. 

But  these  reforms  evoked  no  enthus;asm  in 
Mysore  Congress,  because  there  was  no  element 
of  responsible  government  in  the  new  set  up.  The 
two  new  non  official  ministers  Messrs  H.  B. 
Gundappa  Gowda  and  J-  M-  Imam  who  were 
appointed  by  the  Maharaja  were  not  responsible 
to  the  Assembly  and  the  Legislative  Council  and 
could  not  be  removed  from  office  by  a  vote  of  no- 
confidence,  The  first  non-official  President  of  the 
Legislative  Council  was  Mr.  D  H.  Chandra- 
shekharaiya  who  was  not  elected  but  appointed 
by  the  Maharaja- 

The  new  Assembly  and  the  Legislative  Coun¬ 
cil  did  their  work  in  a  routine  manner.  Fresh 
elections  were  held  in  1945  and  the  Congress 
secured  a  high  majority  in  both  the  Houses.  Sri. 
K-  C*  Reddy  was  the  leader  of  the  Congress  party 
in  the  Legislative  Council  and  Sri  K.  Hanu- 
raanthaiya  in  the  Assembly.  The  new  Ministers 
were  Messrs.  Dr.  T.  M.  Royan,  Nasrulla  Sheriff 
and  L.  Siddappa.  The  President  of  the  Legisla 
tiye  Council  was  Mr.  H.  B.  Gundappa  Gowda 
who  was  elected  by  the  house. 

Srs  Nyapathi  Madhava  Rau  retired  from  his 
office  as  Dewan  in  August  1946.  During  his  time 
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he  had  to  face  a  severe  food  crisis  in  Mysore  He 
got  help  from  outside  and  tided  over  the  difficul¬ 
ties-  The  Representative  Assembly  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr  K  Hanumanthaiya  was  conver¬ 
ted  into  a  constitutional  battleground  between  the 
Government  and  the  people- 

Before  we  deal  with  the  last  phase  of  the 
Mysore  struggle  for  responsible  Government,  it  is 
worthwhile  to  mark  the  great  changes  ihat  had 
taken  place  abroad.  After  the  release  of  Mahatma 

Gandhi  in  1944,  things  began  to  move  quickly  in 
British  India  and  by  the  middle  of  1945,  the 
Congress  Working  Committee  members  were  also 

released  •  .  *• 

The  Second  World  War  concluded  in  1945 
with  the  success  of  the  Labour  Party  in  England  in 
the  general  elections.1  '  Major  Attlee,  the  British 
Prime  Minister  announced  that  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  would  quit  India  in  April  1948  and  transfer 
power  to  Indian  leaders.  Accordingly,  a  British 
Cabinet  Mission  under  the  leadership  of  Mr  Pcthic 
Lawrence,  Secretary  of  State  for  India  arrived  in 
the  country  in  1946  to  arrange  things  in  connection 
with  transfer  of  power-  The  Cabinet  Mission 
announced  that  with  the  transfer  of  power  to 
Indian  hands,  the  Paramount  Power  over  Indian 
States-  would  disappear  and  treaties  with  Indian 
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Princes  would  lapse.  They  also  stated  that  the 
British  troops  would  be  withdrawn  from  India. 

An  Interim  Government  was  established  at 
Delhi  in  August  1946  under  the  leadership  of 
Pandit  Nehru  and  an  Indian  Constitutional 
Assembly  was  established  and  it  started  working  to 
frame  a  constitution  for  India*  But  the 
Congress  and  the  Muslim  League  stood  apart  and 
there  was  reason  to  think  that  India  would  be 
divided 

At  this  time  Lord  Mountbatten,  the  last 
Viceroy  of  India  took  office  early  in  1947  and 
after  a  study  of  the  situation  took  steps  with 
a  view  to  immediate  transferring  of  power  to 
Indian  hands.  He  made  the  Congress  agree 
to  partition  of  India  and  with  the  concurrence  of 

the  Congress,  the  Muslim  League  and  Sikh  leaders 
announced  that  the  Independence  of  India  and 

Pakistan  would  be  established  on  the  15th  of 
August  1947*  The  Viceroy  also  stated  that  from 
that  date  the  Indian  States  would  be  independent 
and  they  were  free  to  accede  to  India  or  Pakistan, 
in  their  own  interest*  Eventually,  the  Paramount 
power  would  cease  to  exist  from  the  15th  of 
August,  1947* 

The  rapid  developments  in  British  India  had 
their  reactions  on  the  people  of  Indian  States  who 
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had  organized  themselves  in  to  an  AH  India  body 
called  Indian  States  Peoples’  Conference  which 
was  guided  by  Dr.  Pattabhi  Seetharamaiya  and 
Mr.  Balwant  Rai  Mehta.  Pandit  Jawaharlal 
Nehru  also  warned  the  Indian  Princes  that  those 
states  that  did  not  accede  to  India  would  be  consi¬ 
dered  as  enemies  of  Indian  freedom.  He  also 
-3 ci v is'cd  the  Indian  Princes  to  grant  full  responsi¬ 
ble  government  to  their  people.  Most  of  the 
Indian  States  acceded  to  the  Indian  Dominion 
and  granted  responsible  government  to  their 
people. 


CHAPTER  V 
THE  LAST  PHASE 

The  last  phase  of  the  struggle  for  Respombie 
Government  in  Mysore  was  during  the  Dswanship 
of  Sir  Arcot  Ramaswami  Mudaliar  who  assumed 
his  office  on  the  1st  August  1946*  The  new 
Dewan  had  occupied  very  high  positions  in 
British  India  and  had  just  retired  from  his  office 
as  Executive  Councillor  of  Government  of  India, 
subsequent  to  the  establishment  of  the  Interim 
National  Government  of  India-  He  was  an 
experienced  politician  and  was  expected  to  possess 
necessary  tact  and  wisdom  in  handling  politicians 
in  Mysore.  It  took  sometime  for  him  to  under* 
stand  the  situation  in  Mysore.  The  Maharaja 
was  young  and  he  expected  the  Dewan  to  guide 
him  rightly  and  wisely. 

While  the  Mysore  State  Congress  was  asking 
for  immediate  transfer  of  power  to  peoples’ 
accredited  representatives,  it  looked  as  if  the 
Dewan  was  tinkering  with  the  problem.  He 
thought  of  pacifying  Mysore  Congress  by 
conciliatory  words.  But  it  was  not  possible  for 
him  to  do  so-  The  events  were  rushing  in  British 
India  and  it  was  certain  that  the  British  would 
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quit  India  early  and  the  Paramount  Power  would 
disappear.  Indian  States  would  be  left  to 
themselves  and  the  Indian  National  Congress 
which  would  get  .into  power  would  not  to  lerate 
autocracy  in  Princely  India-  The  Mysore  Dewan 
was  slow  to  move  and  it  looked  as  if  he  did  not 
realize  the  gravity  of  the  situation. 

The  Mysore  State  Congress  Working 
Committee  passed  a  resolution  on  the  10th  of 
March  1947  in  the  following  terms*-  — “The 
Committee  holds  that  the  impending  dis¬ 
appearance  of  Paramount  power  makes  the 
immediate  establishment  of  Responsible  Govern¬ 
ment  imperative  and  incumbent  to  ensure  good 
government,” 

The  Mysore  State  Congress  could  not 
wait  indefinitely-  Therefore,  when  the  All  Mysore 
Congress  Committee  met  at  Bowringpet  on  the 
29th  March  it  decided  to  launch  satyagraha  on 
non-violent  lines  on  the  first  of  May-  Messrs 
K.  Changalaraya  Reddi,  K  T.  Bhashyam, 
H-  Siddaiya  and  T.  '  Subramanyara,  the  great 
leaders  of  Mysore  Congress  declared  that  this 
time  it  would  be  a  “fight  to  the  finish.” 

Meanwhile  Dr-  Pattabhi  Seetharamaiya, 
Presidents  All  India  States  Peoples’  Conference 
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called  upon  the  Princes  to  establish  immediately 
Responsible  Government  in  their  States- 

The  Dewan  had  a  talk  with  political  leaders 
in  Mysore  and  stated  that  a  type  of  responsible 
government  “suited  to  and  agreeable/5  to  the 
people  of  the  State  would  be  evolved. 

Since  the  talks  with  the  Dewan  had  not 
concluded,  the  Mysore  Congress  announced  that 
no  Satyagraha  would  be  launched  on  the 
1st  of  May. 

Meanwhile,  events  were  progressing  in 
British  India-  On  the  3rd  of  June,  Lord  Mount- 
batten  announced  the  Partition  of  India  and 
declaration  of  Independence  on  the  15th  of 
August.  He  also  declared  Paramountcy  would 
disappear  and  the  Indian  States  were  free 
to  accede  to  any  one  of  the  Dominions. 

Following  this  announcement,  the  Mysore 
Dewan  told  the  Press  that  Mysore  had  decided 
to  enter  the  Indian  Constituent  Assembly.  This 
meant  that  Mysore  would  not  declare  her 
independence  as  Travancore  had  done  under  the 
Dewanship  of  Sir  C.  P.  Ramaswami  Iyer-  As  far 
as  the  question  of  establishing  responsible 
government  inside  the  State  was  concerned. 
Sir  Pvamaswami  Mudaliar  was  not  urgent  about  it. 
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The  Mysore  Congress  Woiking  Committee 
then  met  on  the  17th  June  and  discussed  the 
political  situation  and  urged  that  an  Interim 
Ministry  having  the  confidence  and  support  of 
the  Legislature  should  be  formed  immediately. 

The  Dewan  had  stated  that  out  of  seven 
seats  to  Indian  Constituent  Assembly  from 
Mysore,  two  would  be  elected  from  the  elected 
members  of  the  Assembly  and  two  from  the 
elected  members  of  the  Legislative  Council-  The 
remaining  three  would  be  nominated,  of  whom 
one  would  be  the  Dewan  himself. 

The  Mysore  State  Congress  and  other 
progressive  groups  asserted  that  all  the  seven 
members  should  be  elected  and  there  should  be 
no  nomination  at  all-  And  also  allotting  two 
seats  each  separately  to  the  Assembly  and  the 
Council  was  criticised. 

The  Dewan  was  simply  marking  time  and 
trying  to  divide  political  parties  in  Mysore. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  the  Dewan  addressed  a 
joint  session  of  '  the  Mysore  Representative 
Assembly  and  the  Legislative  Council  and  dwelt 
at  length  upon  the  duties  of  the  Mysore  members 
of  the  Indian  Constituent  Assembly-  But  before 
the  Dewan  commenced  his  address,  Mr.  T. 
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Maiiappa,  Deputy  Leader  of  the  Congress  Parly 
staged  a  walkout  as  a  mark  of  protest  against  the 
procedure  adopted  for  holding  the  election  to  the 
Constituent  Assembly-  Mr.  Mariappa  said  in 
his  statement  as  follows: — “It  is  unfortunate  that 
the  procedure  adopted  for  holding  election  to  the 
Constituent  Assembly  from  Mysore  is  not  on  the 
lines  followed  elsewhere.  The  present  method  of 
assigning  two  seats  to  each  of  the  Houses 
separately  is  improper  and  illegal  as  the  joint 
session  is  intended  to  serve  as  electoral  college 
only.  Exclusion  of  non-members  is  a  serious 
infraction  of  valuable  right  of  citizens.  This 
matter  was  brought  to  the  kind  notice  of  His 
Highness  by  wire-  No  tangible  steps  have  been 
taken  to  set  up  Interim  Government  nor  to 
constitute  Consultation  Committee  in  consultation 
with  party  leaders  as  promised.  There  is  enough 
indication  that  aspirations  of  the  people  of 
Mysore  are  thwarted  at  every  stage.  Mr-  K- 
Hanumanthaiya,  Leader  of  the  Congress  Party  in 
the  Assembly  has  not  been  released  to  partake 

in  the  elections  to  the  Constituent  Assembly  As 
a  protest  against  this  policy  the  Congress 

members  of  the  Assembly  and  the  Council  staged 
a  walkout-  b 

In  the  elections  held  to  the  Constituent 
Assembly  Messrs.  II,  R.  Guruva  Reddy  and. 
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K.  G.  Reddy  were  elected  from  the  Legislative 
Conned  and  Messrs.  S.  V*  Krisbnamurthy  and 
D.  H.  Chandrasekharaiya  from  the  Representative 
Assembly.  Sir  Arcot  Ramaswami  Mudaliyar, 
Messrs.  Mohammed  Sheriff  and  T.  Chennayya 
were  the  nominated  members  to  the  Constituent 
Assembly. 

This  was  the  first  time  that  Mysore  members 
had  the  honour  of  sitting  as  members  in  such  an 
important  body  as  the  Indian  Constituent 
Assembly.  These  members  acquitted  themselves 
well  in  their  new  capacities  and  participated  in 
the  first  Independence  Day  celebrations  in 
New  Delhi  on  15th  of  August.  This  was  a 
landmark  in  the  history  of  Mysore. 

As  far  as  the  internal  question  of  the  State 
was  concerned  the  things  stood  still.  In  the 
words  of  'The  Mysore  Congress  Working 
Committee  which  met  on  or  about  the  12th  of 
July,  “The  Dewan  has  not  realized  the  urgency  of 
the  issues  involved  or  realizing  the  same  is  not 
earnest  to  tackle  them  promptly  and  satisfactorily 
compared  with  the  speed  with  which  the  all  India 
issues  are  being  tackled  during  the  last  few 
months-”  The  Committee  also  held  that  “The 
Dew  an  is  marking  time  and  meanwhile  assiduously 
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endeavouring  to  encourage  reactionary  forces  and 
communalism  to  the  detriment  of  the  people.” 

Accordingly  the  Committee  resolved  that  the 
talks  with  the  Dewan  must  therefore  be  assumed 
to  have  been  at  an  end  and  that  all  necessary 
steps  including  Satyagraha  should  be  taken, 
tt  was  also  decided  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Committee  that  any  arbitrary  and  unjust 
prohibitory  orders  that  might  be  passed  should  be 
disregarded  and  the  country’s  strength  should  be 
mobilized  to  establish  immediate  responsible 
government. 

This  resolution  showed  the  temper  of  the 
politically  minded  people  inside  the  State. 

A  happy  inciedent  may  be  mentioned  *n  this 
connection*  On  the  26th  of  July,  the  Crown 
Representative  retroceded  to  His  Highness  the 
Maharaja  of  Mysore  jurisdiction  over  the  civil 
areas  of  the  Civil  and  Military  Station,  Bangalore, 
including  the  Residency  area. 

Events  moved  very  fast  in  British  India  and 
Indian  independence  was  declared  on  the  1 5th  of 
August,  but  in  Mysore  there  was  a  stalemate- 
Things  did  not  move  at  all.  The  Dewan  was 
putting  off  the  thing  unwanted  by  him-  But  time 
and  tide  would  wait  for  no  man.  The  All  Mysore 


82 


MYSORE’S  POLITICAL 


Congress  Committee  met  on  the  9th  of  August 
and  decided  to  declare  Satyagraha  for  the 
achievement  of  responsible  government  in  Mysore 
immediately  after  the  Independence  Day  celebra¬ 
tions  on  the  1 5th  of  August* 

Meanwhile  the  Dewan  had  constituted  a 
consultative  committee  to  advise  on  the  question 
of  further  constitutional  reforms*  The  Mysore 
State  Congress  did  not  co  operate  with  it  as  the 
committee  according  to  it>  meant  only  to  mark 
time. 

Freedom  dawned  on  India  on  the  15th  of 
August  but  Mysore  peop’e  did  not  get  responsible 
government  and  the  Mysore  State  Congress  lost 
no  time  and  decided  to  launch  State~wide 
Satyagraha  on  the  1st  of  September. 

It  would  be  useful  to  gwe  here  the  full  text 
of  the  Mysore  Congress  Working  Committee's 
most  vital  resolution  of  the  21st  of  August,  1947, 

“The  Working  Committee  of  the  Mysore 
Congress  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  oi  the 
A  1  C  C*  at  its  session  on  the  9th  instant  declaring 
Satyagraha  hereby  resolves  to  suspend  the 
Mysore  Congress  constitution  and  appoint  the 
President  of  the  Congress  as  the  first  ‘Dictator’  as 
and  from  1st  September  1947. 
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‘The  people  all  over  the  State  are  requested 
to  observe  hartal  on  that  day,  conduct  Prabhat 
Pheris  and  processions,  hoist  the  National  Flag 
and  hold  public  meetings,  whereat  resolution 
demanding  the  establishment  of  resopnsible 
government  will  be  passed  and  satyagraha  pledge 
in  the  prescribed  form  taken 

‘The  Working  Committee  is  of  the  opinion 
that  in  strict  conformity  with  non-violence  all 
forms  ot  non-violent  Satyagraha  that  have  been 
undertaken  from  time  to  time  in  the  course  of 
freedom  struggle  in  India  may  be  resorted  to 
including  the  Palace  Satyagraha.  Detailed 
nstructmns  however  of  the  forms  and  programme 
of  Satyagraha  will  be  announced  in  due  course* 

“The  Working  Committee  of  the  Mysore 
Congress  calls  upon  the  people  in  general  and  all 
congressmen  in  particular  to  join  the  movement 
and  make  it  strong  and  effective 

v  The  Working  Committee  declares  that  the 
stiuggle  should  continue  till  the  demands  of  the 
Congress  aie  satisfactorily  met  and  resolves  that 
it  is  only  the  original  members  of  the  Working 
Committee  that  can  call  olf  the  Satyagraha  and 
not  any  dictator  who  may  be  conducting  the 
movement  at  any  time- 
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“The  Working  Committee  resolved  to 
address  a  letter  to  His  Highness  the  Maharaja  of 
Mysore  to  appraise  him  the  present  situation.” 

It  was  decided  that  Mr-  K  C  Reddy,  the 
Mysore  Congress  President  should  be  the  first: 
Dictator.  He  would  address  a  public  meeting  in 
Bangalore  on  the  1st  of  September  and  announce: 
the  form  and  programme  of  Satyagraha.  ‘‘The 
satyagrahis  would  be  led  by  Congress  Leaders 
who  would  march  on  foot  from  Bangalore 
towards  Mysore  on  the  4lh  September-  On  the 
way  the  leaders  would  camp  in  several  places  and 
hold  meetings  and  take  with  them  other 
satyagrahis  who  might  join  them  in  those  places 
and  towards  the  City  of  Mysore  and  reach 
it  towards  the  11th  September.  It  was  projected 
to  offer  satyagraha  in  front  of  the  Palace* 

This,  in  brief,  was  the  picture  cf  the  famous 
Palace  Satyagraha  movement  of  Mysore. 

The  Dewan,  on  the  one  hand,  appealed  once 
again  to  give  him  time  and  on  the  other  proposed 
himself  to  meet  the  emergency.  This  was 
followed  by  the  promulgation  of  what  was  known 
as  the  Emergency  Act  on  the  28th  of  August 
which  was  meant  to  put  down  the  ensuing 
satyagraha  by  all  means  and  creating  a  terror 
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among  people.  The  first  blow  fell  on  the  Press 
and  this  new  Emergency  Act  imposed  pre-censor¬ 
ship  on  newspapers  and  prohibited  them  from 
publishing  news  of  satyagraha-  National  news¬ 
papers  suspended  their  publications  without 

compromising  on  the  question  of  freedom  of 
press- 

Now  it  was  as  clear  as  daylight  *  that 
Sri  Arcot  Ramaswamy  Mudaliar  had  thrown  out 
a  challenge  to  the  Mysore  State  Congress.  It  was 
time  for  this  patriotic  organisation  to  do  or  die. 
The  Congress  rose  to  the  occasion  and  as 
scheduled  all  preparations  were  made  to  launch 
the  Palace  Satyagraha  movement. 

The  following  were  the  important  events 
connected  with  this  final  fight  for  popular 
freedom  in  Mysore.  On  September  1,  Mr.  K.  C 
Reddy,  the  first  dictator  of  the  movement 
addressed  a  mass  meeting  in  Cubbonpet, 
Bangalore,  and  explained  the  demands  of  the 
Congress,  the  lullfiiment  of  which  alone  could 
make  the  Congress  withdraw  the  movement* 
The  four  demands  of  the  Congress  were  ; _ 


H.  H.  The  Maharaja  declaring  the  aim  of  the  new 
constitution  should  be  the  establishment  of  full 
responsible  government  in  the  State. 
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(II)  That  the  present  government  be  dis¬ 
solved  and  an  Interim  Ministry  be  established 

forthwith. 

(III)  That  a  Constituent  Assembly  be  formed 
of  peoples5  representatives  to  draft  the  new 
constitution  of  the  State  :  and 

(IV)  All  political  prisoners  including  Mr. 
K.  Hanumanthaiya,  leader  of  the  Congress  party 
in  the  Assembly  should  be  released. 

After  the  mass  meeting  on  the  1st  September 
a  big  procession  of  citizens  and  others,  including 
Aircraft  factory  labourers  and  Mill  labourers 
went  round  the  main  streets  of  Bangalore  and 
ended  in  the  City  Market  square.  There  were 
more  than  ten  thousand  people  in  the  procession 
and  there  were  cries  of  slogans  like  6  Arcot  Boycott 5 
which  rent  the  air.  But  everything  was  peaceful 
and  orderly.  An  atmosphere  of  non-violence 
prevailed.  Within  the  living  memory,  Bangalore 
City  had  not  witnessed  such  a  challenging 
demonstration-  It  was  reminiscent  of  the  days  of 
non  cooperation  in  British  India. 

There  was  full  sympathy  and  support  ot  the 
people  to  this  movement-  They  were  wondering, 
while  the  mighty  British  parted  with  their  power, 
why  not  the  Mysore  Dewan  part  with  his  pow  er 
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The  people  felt  confident  that  the  Government 
would  yield  this  time  and  that,  within  a  few  days. 
The  Government  repressive  machinery  moved 
betimes.  Before  the  4th  of  September  wou.d 
dawn,  the  police  arrested  almost  all  the  top- 
leaders  at  midnight  on  the  3id*  The  leaders 
anticipated  this  and  they  kept  wide  awake.  The 
night  of  3rd  September  was  converted  into  day 
by  the  police  of  the  State.  Messrs  K.  C*  Reddy, 
T-  Siddalingaiya,  S.  Nijalingappa,  K-  T.  Bhashyam 
H  Siddaiya,  S.  Channayya,  A  G  Ramachandra 
Rao,  K.  R.  Madhava  Rao,  T.  Subramanyam  and 
hundreds  of  others  were  again  behind  the  bars- 

These  arrests  gave  a  fillip  to  the  movement 
and  all  over  the  State,  satyagrahis  filled  the  jails. 
The  Cities  of  Bangalore  and  Mysore  played  a 
very  great  part  Students,  women  ancf  children 
also  joined  the  movement-  There  were  police 
shootings  in  some  places  and  there  was  also  loss 
of  life  The  mass  force  became  so  mighty  that 
law  and  order  came  to  a  standstill  People  from 
neighbouring  areas  of  British  Karnataka,  Tamil 

Nad,  Andhra  and  Kerala  passed  into  Bangalore 
and  reinforced  the  movement. 

The  peaceful  people  of  the  State,  merchants 
and  others  waited  in  deputations  on  the  Dewan 
and  asked  him  to  stop  the  orgy  of  repression, 
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open  negotiations  with  congress  leaders  and 
concede  their  demands. 

Good  sense  dawned  on  the  Dewan  and  a 

message  was  given  by  H.  H.  the  Maharaja  on  the 

7th  of  September  announcing  that  it  was  his 

Instruction  that  the  new  constitution  should 

provide  for  the  establishment  of  responsible 

government.  On  the  24th  of  September  a 

proclamation  regarding  constitutional  reforms 

was  issued  by  the  Maharaja  and  simultaneously 
the  Dewan  in  a  Press  conference  explained  the 
details  of  the  coming  reforms  and  promised  to 

release  the  congress  leaders  and  other  political 

prisoners.  The  Government  also  announced  the 

withdrawal  of  precensorship  imposed  upon  the 

local  papers  and  also  the  ban  of  entry  into  State 
of  some  outside  papers. 

The  release  of  congress  leaders  was  not 
immediate  and  it  took  some  time  It  was  only 
on  the  7th  of  October  that  the  top  ranking 
leaders  Messrs  K>  Ce  Reddy,  S.  Nijalingappa, 
S.  Channayya,  K.  T.  Bhashyam,  H.  Siddaiya* 
A.  G.  Ramachandra  Rao,  T.  Siddalingaiya, 
T-  Subram anyarn,  H.  C  Dasappa,  T.  Mariappa, 
K.  R-  Madhava  Rao,  Bandigowda  and  Channaraj 
Urs  were  released-  Simultaneously  Mr.  K. 
Hanumanthaiya,  the  leader  of  the  Congress  Party 
in  the  Assembly  was  also  released* 
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The  events  moved  quickly  now.  After  a 
series  of  talks  with  the  Dewan  and  the  Congress 
President,  an  agreement  between  the  Congress 
President  and  the  Government  was  reached  on 
the  1 1th  of  October- 

A  Press  communique  issued  on  that  day 
stated :  — 

‘The  Dewan  and  the  President  of  the 
Mysore  State  Congress  on  behalf  of  the  Working 
Committee  had  talks  during  the  last  two  dajs- 
And  as  a  result  of  these  talks  they  have  come  to 
an  agreed  conclusion  regarding  the  constitution 
of  a  fresh  Ministry  and  the  method  of  constituting 
it.  An  agreement  has  also  been  reached  on  the 
method  of  setting  up  a  Constituent  Assembly 
to  draft  a  constitution  bill  providing  for  full 
responsible  government.” 

-  This  agreement  resulted  in  joy  all  over  the 
country.  British  Congress  leaders  hke  rSirdar 
Vallababhai  Patel  congratulated  the  Maharaja, 
the  Dewan  and  the  State  Congress- 

On  the  1 2th  of  October,  the  Maharaja 
granted  an  interview  to  Mr-  K.  C  Reddy, 
President  of  the  Mysore  Congress,  the  members 
of  the  Working  Committee  and  six  other 
prominent  Congressmen  at  Ambavilas  in  Mysore 
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Palace.  There  was  cordial  exchange  of  courtesie 
and  the  Maharaja  talked  nicely  with  the  Congres 
leaders.  It  was  also  announced  that  the  nev 
Ministry  would  consist  of  nine  members  of  whon 
not  less  than  six  should  be  Congress  and  not  les 
than  three  Non-Congress.  The  new  Ministr 
would  remain  in  office  so  long  as  it  enjoyed  th- 
confidence  of  the  legislature.  The  Ministr 
would  function  as  a  Cabinet  with  the  Dewai 
who  would  continue  in  office  and  act  on  th« 
basis  of  joint  responsibility  in  all  matters. 

The  decision  of  the  Cabinet  would  b* 
arrived  at  by  a  majority  vote.  One  of  th< 
ministers  chosen  from  the  Congress  would  b 
appointed  as  Chief  Minister.  The  new  Ministr 
would  immediately  set  up  a  constituent  assemble 
composed  of  elected  representatives  of  the  people 

On  the  24th  of  October,  a  Gazette  Extra 
ordinary  announced  the  appointment  of  the  nev 
Cabinet  in  Mysore  and  its  personnel.  Tb 
following  were  the  ministers  *~ 

Mr.  K.  Changalaraya  Reddy,  Chief  Ministe 
and  Messrs-  H.  C.  Dasappa,  K,  T.  Bhashyar 
Iyengar,  H.  Siddaiya.  T.  Mariappa,  R.  Chennig 
Ramaiya,  Mahommed  Sheriff  D-  H-  Chandra 
shekharaiya  and  Rajasevasakta  P«  Subbrami 
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Chetty.  Of  these,  the  first  six  were  congressmen 
and  the  remaining  three  non-congress. 

On  the  day  the  new  popular  ministers 
assumed  office  in  the  old  Attara  Katcheri  (Old 
Public  Offices)  there  was  great  rejoicing  in 
Bangalore.  There  was  a  huge  procession  of 
joyous  people  to  the  old  Public  Offices.  Sri  K.  C. 
Reddy?  the  Chief  Minister  seeing  the  exhibition 
of  the  popular  joy  said?  “The  scenes  to  day 
bring  back  to  my  memory  of  what  I  saw  at  Delhi 
on  August  15.’'  Mr.  K.  T.  Bhashyam  said, 
“This  is  a  momentous  day  for  us.  For  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  Mysore,  a  people’s 
government  is  today  being  established.” 

This  was  a  day  of  victory  for  Mysore  State 
Congress  which  for  about  ten  years  carried  a 
persistent  non-violent  struggle  to  achieve  the 
goal  of  responsible  government  to  the  people  of 
Mysore. 

After  the  Ministry  assumed  charge,  it  had  to 
tackle  two  vital  problems,  namely,  the  food 
problem  and  the  constituent  assembly  problem. 
There  was  the  Dewan  as  a  link  between  the 
Maharaja  and  the  new  Cabinet.  Among  the 
younger  leaders  Mr.  K.  Hanumanthaiya  wanted 
the  Dewan’s  post  to  be  abolished  and  Sir  Arcot 
Ramaswamy  Modaliyar  sent  off.  There  were 
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repeated  frictions  between  the  Dewan  and 
Sri  Hanumanthaiya  on  this  point.  Ultimately* 
the  Dewan's  post  was  abolished  in  August  1949 
and  Sir  Ramaswamy  Modaliyar  left  Mysore  for 
good.  There  were  elections  to  the  Mysore 
Constituent  Assembly  on  the  old  franchise  and 
the  new  Ministry  sat  to  draft  a  constitution  for 
Mysore  on  the  basis  of  full  responsible  govern¬ 
ment  Mr.  T-  Subramanyam,  the  veteran 
congress  leader  was  elected  its  president*  This 
Constituent  Assembly  conducted  its  business  for 
one  or  two  sessions,  but  ere  long,  an  instruction 
was  received  from  Delhi,  that  there  be  no  drafting 
of  a  constitution  for  Mysore?  because,  the  Indian 
Constituent  Assembly  would  draft  a  constitution 
for  all  Indian  States  and  incorporate  it  in  the 
main  constitution.  In  the  meanwhile,  Sirdar 
Vallababhai  Patel  went  on  persuading  the  Indian 
State  ruiers  to  accede  fully  to  the  Indian  Union 
and  receive  pensions  for  themselves-  The  process 
of  consolidation  of  New  India  was  complete  by 
about  Janaury,  1950.  By  this  time  the  Indian 
Constituent  Assembly  had  completed  its  work  of 

drafting  a  constitution  for  the  whole  of  India- 
The  new  Constitution  was  accepted  by  India 
on  Janaury  26, 1950  and  the  Constituent  Assembly 
converted  itself  into  India’s  first  Parliament- 
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Here  in  Mysore  also,  the  Constituent  Assembly 
discontinued  its  work  of  framing  the  constitution 
for  Mysore  and  converted  itself  into  Legislative 
Assembly-  The  old  Representative  Assembly 
and  the  Legislative  Council  were  abolished  and 
Mysore  accepted  the  new  constitution  of  India. 
H.  H.  The  Maharaja  of  Mysore  saluted  the  Flag 
of  Indian  Union,  and  swore  allegiance  to  Indian 
constitution. 

Thus  along  with  New  India,  New  Mysore  also 
came  into  existence.  The  old  interim  Ministry 
retired  and  the  new  ministry  with  powers  of  full 
responsible  government  came  into  existence  with 
Mr.  K  C- Reddy  as  Chief  Minister  and  Messrs 
H-  C.  Dasappa,  K-  T.  Bhashyam,  T.  Mariappa, 
R-  Chennigaramaiya  as  ministers.  For  a  brief 

period  Mr-  T-  Siddalingaiya  was  also  in  the 
ministry. 

Until  the  new  elections  which  were  held  in 
lanaury  1952?  on  the  basis  of  adult  franchise  this 
ministry  continued  in  office.  In  the  new'  elections 
Congress  won  the  majority  and  Mr  K.  Hanu- 
manthaiya  was  unanimously  elected  as  Leader  of 
the  C  ongress  Party  and  he  became  the  Chief 
Minister  with  Messrs  A  G-  Ramachandra  Rao, 
T  Siddalingaiya?  H.  Siddaveerappa,  T.Channayya 
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and  Kadidal  Manjappa  as  Ministers.  For  a  brief 
period  Mr-  H.  M.  Channabasappa  was  Minister. 

In  August  1956,  Mr.  K.  Hanumanthaiya 
resigned  and  Mr  Kadidal  Manjappa  became 
Chief  Minister* 

On  the  1st  of  November  1956,  due  to  States 
Reorganisation,  Greater  Mysore  came  into 
existence  with  Mr.  S.  Nijalingappa  as  the 
Chief  Minister. 

This ,  in  brief  i  is  the  history  of  the  political 
evolution  of  Mysore  from  1881  to  1956. 


CHAPTER  VI 

PARAMOUNT  POWER  AND  MYSORE  STATE 

There  are  many  aspects  of  the  struggle  in 
Mysore  for  responsible  Government  which  deserve 
to  be  studied  with  the  background  of  the  Para¬ 
mount  Power  in  India  After  the  fall  of  Tippu  Sul¬ 
tan  in  1799  the  British  restored  the  State  to  Sri. 
Mummadi  Krisbnaraja  Wadiyar  with  certain 
conditions  which  were  embodied  in  a  treaty.  As 
history  tells  us  Mummadi  Krishna  Raja  Wadiyar 
was  deprived  of  his  ruling  powers  in  1831  and  it 
was  only  50  years  later,  that  is.  in  1881  that  Sri. 
Chamaraja  Wadiyar  the  adopted  son  of  S  i. 
Mummadi  Krishnaraja  Wadiyar  was  given  back 
the  ruling  powers,  with  a  new  treaty.  In  the 
intervening  50  years  the  British  Commission 
administered  Mysore-  In  1881  when  the  Maha¬ 
raja  was  granted  ruling  powers  several  conditions 
were  imposed  on  him  with  regard  to  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  State.  The  word  responsible 
Government  was  unheard  of  i  n  those  days. 
What  was  desired  was  good  government  It 
must  be  admitted  that  the  Maharaja  with  the 
advice  of  the  Dewan  and  his  Executive  Council 
achieved  the  progress  of  the  State  to  a  remarkable 
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degree  and  by  about  the  middle  of  the  first  deeac 
of  the  20th  century,  Mysore  earned  the  deservin 
name  oi  Model  State.  During  all  these  yea 
there  was  a  British  Resident  stationed  in  Bang; 
lore  Civil  and  Military  Station*  There  was  als 
a  contingent  of  British  army  in  Cantonment  are; 
The  Political  Department  of  India  through  i 
representitive  the  British  Resident  kept  a  watc 
over  the  doings  of  the  Maharaja  and  His  Goven 
ment. 

Besides  Mysore  there  were  nearly  500  and  od 
Indian  States  in  India  and  these  enjoyed  variot 
degrees  of  autonomy.  The  Rulers  were  subord 
nate  to  the  Paramount  Power  and  the  people  i 
Indian  States  had  to  labour  under  a  cloub 
handicap.  The  people  in  Indian  States  could  n< 
deal  directly  with  the  British  Power,  and  the  Rull 
had  to  put  down  any  movement  against  tf 
British  power  in  Indian  states.  This  was  a  so 
of  double  thraldom  imposed  on  Indian  Stat 
people  so  much  so  that  the  Indian  States  peop 
were  called  ‘‘Slaves  of  Slaves 

As  far  as  Mysore  was  concerned  the  Maha 
ra  ia  and  his  Dewans  had  to  tread  very  careful 
and  not  offend  the  Political  Department  or  tl 
Resident  Among  Residents  some  were  progressr 
and  some  were  re-actionary.  From  the  ve 
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beginning  the  Dewans  had  to  take  note  of  the 
Paramount  Power.  It  was  with  the  approval  of 
the  Paramount  Power  that  the  Mysore  Represen¬ 
tative  Assembly  was  started  in  1881.  It  was  not  a 
political  body  and  had  no  constitution.  In  1907 
when  the  Dewan  V.  P.  Madhava  Row  introduced 
the  Legislative  Council  in  Mysore,  the  Paramount 
Power  looked  upon  it  with  “qualified  enthu¬ 
siasm.”  The  correspondence  between  the  Para¬ 
mount  Power  and  the  Government  of  Mysore  in 
this  connection  says  that  while  the  Government 
of  India  saw  “  No  sufficient  reason  for  advising 
H.  H.  to  desist  from  the  proposed  experiment  ” 
they  expressed  the  opinon  that  “no  special 
necessity  existed  for  it  in  Mysore.”  It  conveyed 
their  approval  to  the  proposal  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  India  made  it  clear  that  “  whatever  the 
legislative  machinery  employed,  the  ultimate 
responsibility  for  all  legislation  in  Mysore 
remained  absolutely  with  H.H.  the  Maharaja  and 
the  control  over  such  legislation  vested  in  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  and  the  Instrument 
of  Transfer  of  1881  was  unimpaired.” 

The  following  matters  were  kept  out  of 
jurisdiction  of  the  Council 

(a)  The  royal  family  of  Mysore. 

(b)  The  relations  of  H.  H.  Maharaja  with 
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the  Paramount  Power  or  with  foreign 
Princes  or  States  ;  or  matter  govern¬ 
ed  by  Treaties,  Conventions,  or  Ag¬ 
reement  then  in  force;  or  thereafter 
to  be  made  by  His  Highness  with 
Paramount  Power. 

(c)  Extradition  of  Criminals. 

(d)  Matters  governed  by  treaties. 

(e)  European  vagrants. 

(f)  European  and  British  subjects. 

(g)  Post  Offices,  Telegraphs  and  Railways. 

(h)  Mysore  Military  forces. 

(i)  Such  other  matters  as  might  from  time 
to  time  be  reserved  by  H.  H.  the 
Maharaja  for  consideration  by  the 
Government. 

Thus  we  find  every  possible  constitutional 
step  in  Mysore  had  to  be  taken  in  consultation 
with  and  approval  of  Paramount  Power.  But  as 
situation  changed  in  British  India,  things  also 
changed  in  Mysore.  As  the  late  Sri  R.  T.  Bhas- 
yam  has  stated  in  his  book  “How  Mysore  Won 
Responsible  Government ”  Tremendous  changes 
have  taken  place  both  in  and  outside  Mysore  in 
the  political  idealogy  of  the  people,  aad  it  is 
idle  to  expect  the  people  of  this  State  to  submit 
to  old  time  traditions  and  sit  with  folded  hands. 
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In  this  connection  the  same  writer  quotes  the 
Montagu  Chelmford  report  which  states  “Hopes 
and  aspirations  may  overleap  frontiers  like  sparks 
across  street.” 

Though  the  events  moved  at  a  quick  pace 
in  British  India,  Mysore  had  to  remain  behind, 
on  account  of  checks  imposed  by  the  Paramount 
Power  over  the  Maharaja.  It  was  not  that  there 
was  no  popular  agitation  in  Mysore  for  respon¬ 
sible  Government.  Englightened  people  urged  on 
the  Government  in  Mysore  the  need  to  liberalise 
and  to  expand  the  powers  of  Assembly  and  the 
Legislative  Council. 

A  resulution  reccommending  the  grant  of 
responsible  Government  was  sent  by  some 
members  for  consideration  in  June  session  of  the 
Representative  Assembly  in  1921.  But  it  was 
not  admitted.  The  subject  was  brought  up 
again  at  the  next  session  during  October  1921  and 
this  time  it  was  to  be  discussed.  The  Dewan, 
Sri  M.  Kantharaje  Urs  in  reply  to  the  dicussion 
stated  that  the  Government  while  sympathising 
with  the  natural  aspirations  of  the  people  felt 
that  the  subject  could  not  be  rushed. 

This  was  in  1921.  We  know  the  state  of  Bri¬ 
tish  India  in  1921.  Mahatma  Gandhi  had  launched 
the  non-cooperation  movement  for  achievement 
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of  Swaraj  in  one  year.  There  was  great  tension 
between  the  Government  of  India  and  the  people 
in  British  India.  Its  effects  were  visible  in  Mysore 
also.  Though  there  was  no  non-cooperation  in 
Mysore  the  popular  leaders  of  the  State  held  a 
political  convention  during  this  period  and  urged 
the  Government  to  establish  responsible  Govern¬ 
ment.  As  already  mentioned  its  echo  was  found 
in  Mysore  Representative  Assembly  also. 

We  could  very  well  imagine  how  delicate 
the  position  of  the  Maharaja  was  during  those 
days.  He  and  the  Dewan  used  to  find  it  difficult 
to  go  as  far  as  the  demands  of  the  people  in  this 
direction.  Elederly  public  leaders  of  Mysore  did 
not  want  to  embarrass  the  Maharaja  for  full 
responsible  Government.  But  the  events  in 
British  India  stirred  the  people  in  Mysore  also. 
It  was  during  this  period  that  the  Seal  Com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  consider  further  grant  ol 
constitutional  reforms.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  did  not  go  far  enough.  However 
the  Representitive  Assembly  was  given  a  constitu¬ 
tion  and  the  powers  of  the  Legislative  Counci 
were  enlarged.  Even  these  measures  however 
inadequate  they  may  have  been,  had  to  t 
approved  by  Paramount  Power. 
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Sri  K.R  Srinivasa  Iyengar  Committee  which 
was  appointed  in  1939  to  consider  the  question 
of  further  grant  of  contitutional  reforms  has 
dealt  exhaustively  with  this  matter.  They  have 
shown  that  at  every  step  the  approval  of  the 
Paramount  Power  had  to  be  obtained. 

But  the  situation  changed  gradually.  By 
the  time  Round  Table  Conferences  were  held  in 
London  for  consideration  of  establishing  Swaraj 
in  India,  the  Paramount  Power  realised  that  it 
could  not  reasonably  restrain  the  Princes  from 
granting  political  power  to  their  people.  Lord 
Irwin  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  “The  old 
questioning  acceptance  of  autocratic  rule  is 
gradually  disappearing  even  in  those  quarters 
where  conservatives  seemed  to  have  the  strongest 
hold.  Nor  can  it  be  expected  that  developments 
in  British  India  should  fail  to  have  their  effect 
upon  the  people  of  the  States.  There  is  abundant 
evidence  that  ere  long  similar  standards  of 
administration  will  be  demanded  which  would  be 
impolitic  and  dangerous  to  deny.” 

This  speech  was  made  by  Lord  Irwin  in  1931 
at  Jaipur.  Though  the  word  responsible  Govern¬ 
ment  had  not  been  used  by  him  he  hinted  that 
the  people  of  the  States  also  desired  the  same 
powers  as  people  in  British  India. 
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This  clearly  shows  that  there  was  a  change 
in  the  outlook  of  the  Paramount  Power  in  the 
thirties  of  the  present  century.  By  the  time  the 
Government  of  India  Act  of  1935  was  passed,  we 
enter  into  a  new  era  in  India.  Provincial  auto¬ 
nomy  was  granted  to  Britsh  India  and  a  Federa¬ 
tion  was  going  to  be  established  with  Indian 
States  in  it.  Though  the  Government  of  India 
Act  of  1935  did  not  make  it  clear  to  the  Prinees 
that  the  responsible  Government  should  be 
established  in  their  regions,  there  was  sufficient 
hint  to  them  to  liberalise  their  adminstration.  In 
February  1938  Earl  Winterton  stated  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  that  it  was  not  the  policy  of  the  Paramount 
Power  in  ordinary  circumstances  to  intervene  in 
the  internal  administration  of  full  powered  states. 
In  particular,  the  Paramount  Power  would 
certainly  not  obstruct  proposals  for  constitutional 
advance  initiated  by  the  Ruler. 

Colonel  Muirhead  said  in  Parliament  on  16th 
December  1938  that  “  the  Paramount  Power 
will  not  obstruct  proposals  for  constitutional 
advance  initiated  by  Rulers.  But  His  Majesty  s 
Government  have  no  intention  of  bringing  any 
form  of  pressure  to  bear  upon  them  to  initiate 
constitutional  changes.  It  trusts  well  the  rulers 
themselves  to  decide  what  form  of  Government 
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they  should  adopt  in  the  diversified  conditions  of 
Indian  States.” 

Thus  we  see  there  was  a  very  liberal  change 
in  the  policy  of  the  Paramount  Power. 

We  find  in  the  meanwhile  the  people  of 
Indian  states  all  over  India  assembled  in  all-India 
States  Peoples  Conference  urging  for  establish¬ 
ment  of  full  responsible  Government  in  Indian 
States.  Even  in  Mysore  the  Congress  movement 
from  about  1937  took  a  vigorous  form  and  con¬ 
solidated  itself  into  a  very  strong  political  force 
which  could  not  be  resisted  by  the  Government 
of  Mysore.  Repeated  clashes  occurred  be¬ 
tween  Mysore  Congress  and  Mysore  Govern¬ 
ment.  The  Congress  Movement  progressed  from 
strength  to  strengh  spreading  all  over  the  State. 
Satyagraha  was  held  more  than  once  and 
things  became  very  hot  in  the  State  and  the 
Maharaja  appointed  a  Committee  in  1938  under 
the  Chairmanship  of  Sri  K.  R.  Srinivasa  Iyengar 
for  consideration  of  further  constitutional  re¬ 
forms.  But  this  Committee  did  not  recommend 
full  responsible  Government  and  the  new  reforms 
were  introduced  in  1941  and  the  Mysore  Con¬ 
gress  party  was  not  enthusiastic  about  this. 

After  1941  things  got  worse  in  Mysore  and 
the  Quit  India  movement  of  1942  changed  the 
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entire  face  of  the  country.  The  people  here 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  anything  less  than 
full  responsible  Government. 

Things  were  in  a  stalemate  until  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  Second  War.  Thereafter  things 
moved  swiftly.  The  British  Labour  party  which 
came  to  power  in  the  general  elections  in  1945 
decided  to  grant  Independence  to  India  imme¬ 
diately  and  with  that  object  in  view  a  Cabinet 
Misson  arrived  in  India  and  told  British  Indian 
Leaders  to  be  prepared  to  assume  powers  imme¬ 
diately.  The  same  Cabinet  Mission  told  the  500 
and  odd  Indian  Princes  also  that  with  the 
transfer  of  power  to  the  hands  of  British  Indian 
Leaders  the  Paramountcy  would  disappear, 
treaties  would  lapse,  and  British  Army  would 
not  be  kept  in  India  to  protect  the  Indian  States. 
Lord  Mountbatten,  the  last  Viceroy  of  India  who 
was  appointed  in  1947  partitioned  India  into 
Hindustan  and  Pakistan  and  advised  the  Indian 
Princes  to  accede  to  any  one  of  the  Dominions. 
He  repeated  what  the  Cabinet  Mission  had  stated, 
that  the  Paramountcy  would  disappear  and  the 
treaties  would  lapse.  Thus  the  Indian  Princes 
were  left  to  themselves  and  their  fate.  We  know 
what  happened.  A  large  number  of  Princes 
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acceded  to  the  Indian  Dominion.  Mysore  also 
joined  Indian  Dominion. 

In  the  meanwhile  after  the  Independence 
was  established  on  15th  of  August  1947  the 
British  Residency  was  wound  up  in  Bangalore 
and  there  was  no  Paramount  Power  to  protect 
the  Mysore  State.  Sir  Arcot  Ramaswami 
Mudaliar  who  was  then  the  Dewan  did  not  do 
the  needful-  He  resisted  and  there  was 
the  Palace  Satyagraha  movement  by  the 
Congress  for  about  42  days  and  the  Dewan  came 
finally  to  terms  with  the  Congress  party  and 
advised  Maharaja  to  grant  full  responsible 
Government.  Sri  K.  C.  Reddy  became  the  first 
Chief,  Minister  of  the  responsible  Government 
with  the  Maharaja  as  the  first  and  the  last  limited 
constitutional  monarch  of  Mysore. 

Thus  we  have  a  full  story  of  how  the  Para¬ 
mount  Power  stood  in  the  way  of  responsible 
Government  in  Mysore  in  the  beginning  and  how 
with  its  disappearance,  reponsible  Government 
was  established  in  Mysore. 
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